Supplementary Information
SI 1: Country Scores
Introduction	
This supporting information provides the full scores for each actor and dissolution path in all constitutions regimes that were coded. It also gives a detailed explanation of our coding decisions. SI 2 provides the relevant sections of the constitutional texts on which the coding decisions are based. When dissolution procedures change, we record a new dissolution regime for the country concerned.
In examining and coding the constitutional documents, we apply the following rules: Our coding captures provisions for early parliamentary dissolution only (i.e. we do not code provisions for early presidential elections). We do not record dissolution paths that are extremely rare and constrained, or which lack comparability between states. We also do not code extremely rare restrictions on dissolution. Provisions of this type include:
1. dissolution paths that are tied to constitutional amendments, impeachments of Presidents, and failures to elect a President;
2. restrictions on dissolution during a state of war, emergency, etc.; 
3. restrictions on dissolution if the President/Prime Minister is acting as a replacement for the sitting official; 
4. restrictions on dissolution if the actor serves in a caretaker capacity; 
5. restrictions on dissolution if the current Legislature was itself a product of early elections
We do not record as a restriction on dissolution:
6. the provision that dissolutions may occur only once for 'the same reason'. We assume it would fairly easy for the interested actor to come up with a sufficiently 'different' reason to avoid this barrier.
7. provisions that require the replacement Legislature to only serve out the remainder of the original parliamentary term (e.g. Sweden), because the ease with which parliament can be dissolved is not affected, even though this provision can be expected to condition the frequency of dissolutions.
8. the provision that a President who calls pre-term elections may be required, by the newly elected Parliament to face early elections (e.g. Lithuania). While this provision acts as a disincentive for Presidents, it does not restrict their ability to call early elections.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Article 87 of the Lithuanian constitution states: "When, … the President of the Republic announces pre-term elections to the Seimas, the newly-elected Seimas may, by a three-fifths majority vote of all the Members of the Seimas and within 30 days of the first sitting, announce a pre-term election of the President of the Republic."
] 

Monarchs still have a constitutional role in some dissolution processes. However, they lack the democratic legitimacy to play an independent role in advancing or halting the dissolution of democratically elected parliaments. For this reason we attribute the monarchs' dissolution powers to the actor who advises the monarch in exercising these powers (i.e. to the government or the PM). We indicate how each monarch's powers were coded and generally follow Strøm and Swindle 2002's sources and assessments.  
The overall score for each actor-path is the product of the maximum score of 10 and all relevant penalties (role, trigger, collective action, time barrier and conditionality penalties) accumulated in each row. If a cell is blank, no penalty on that dimension applies and the cell is ignored in the calculation. The Excel document (SI 3) provides all scores for each actor and dissolution path.
Australia
The Prime Minister dictates when the Governor-General calls a new election, following Strøm and Swindle 2002.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The unusual case of the Governor-General calling an early election (arguably) against the wishes of the Government in 1975 is assumed to be an aberration and is not further explored here.] 

Path 1 grants the Prime Minister unconstrained discretion to seek dissolution of the House of Representatives (Art. 5).
Path 2 enables the Prime Minister to dissolve both chambers of parliament in the event of unresolved legislative conflict between the House of Representatives and the Senate (Art. 57). A time barrier applies. Dissolution under Art. 57 is prohibited in the final six months of the legislature's term.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.50
	
	0.70
	0.95
	0.50
	1.66

	PM
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	0.95
	
	4.75


Austria
Path 1 enables the National Council to dissolve itself by a simple majority (Art. 29).
Path 2 gives the President full discretion to dissolve the National Council.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	
	7.00

	President
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


Belgium (1831)
The Monarch's power is exercised on request of the Government, as is consistent with the coding in Strøm and Swindle 2002. Article 71 notes the King's right to dissolve the Parliament.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	
	
	8.50



Belgium (1995)
The Monarch's powers are exercised on request of the Government.
Path 1 enables the Federal Government to request an election a) if parliament rejects a confidence motion (by an absolute majority) and no replacement government is invested; b) upon its own resignation and with the support of an absolute majority in the Legislature. Both paths give the Government a discretionary role in the dissolution that is conditional upon a legislative approval.
Path 2 notes that the 'King has the right to dissolve the House only if the latter, with an absolute majority of its members…adopts a motion of no confidence with regard to the Federal Government and does not simultaneously propose to the King the appointment of a successor to the Prime Minister'. We interpret this path as implying that if the House does pass such a motion, the King will call early elections (not conditional on the Government's approval). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	
	0.85
	
	0.50
	4.25

	Legislature
	1
	
	0.50
	0.55
	
	1
	2.75

	Legislature
	2
	1
	0.55
	
	
	5.50


Bulgaria (1990)
The National Assembly may dissolve itself (by a simple majority) before the end of its term.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	
	7.00


Bulgaria (1991)
The constitution requires mandatory early elections ('the President shall') after repeated failures to invest a government (a 'crisis' trigger). A time barrier applies. Parliament cannot be dissolved in the final three months of its term in the event of an investiture failure and in that case the President must appoint a caretaker government (Art. 99).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	0.70
	0.975
	
	1.71


Canada
The Prime Minister has full discretion to request a dissolution from the Governor-General, who has no independent role in the process. This coding is consistent with Strøm and Swindle 2002.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	
	
	
	10.00


Croatia (2000)
This constitution envisages three paths to parliamentary dissolution.
Path1 enables the Legislature (by an absolute majority) to dissolve itself (Art. 78.1).
Path 2 enables the President to dissolve Parliament (at the proposal of the Government, with the countersignature of the Prime Minister, and after consultations with parliamentary parties) if a) Parliament rejects a motion of confidence (with an absolute majority) or b) fails to adopt the budget (with a simple majority) within 120 days (Art. 78.2, 104). 
In Path 2a, the Government introduces a confidence motion. If the Legislature rejects this motion, the Government may ask the President for a dissolution. The Government thereby initiates the process (by designating a confidence motion). A conditionality penalty of 0.25 applies to its score since dissolution is conditional on the decision of two further actors (the Legislature's rejection of the confidence motion and the President's acceptance of the request to dissolve). 
Path 2b is initiated when the Legislature rejects the budget (a 'normal' action); the Government may then ask the President for a dissolution. The Legislature's conditionality penalty is 0.25 as its role in the advancing the dissolution procedure requires the consent of two other actors (the Government in making the dissolution request and the President by accepting the request). Note that the overall score for the Government is the same in Paths 2a and 2b but the Legislature's score changes because of the relative majority requirement for rejecting the budget (versus the absolute majority required to reject the confidence motion).
The President's score as the final actor in Path 2 does not vary whether Path 2a or 2b is used: We code a single score for the President to reflect the fact that either of two 'normal' trigger actions (confidence vote in Path 2a and the budget in Path 2b – thus giving a trigger score of 0.55 (0.50 + 0.05)) enables the President, upon the request of the Government, to dissolve Parliament. The conditionality penalty for the President is calculated as follows: The PM's countersignature is required for dissolution and the President must consult with parliamentary parties. We therefore penalise the President's score by the standard penalty of 50%, and an additional 5% because of the requirement to consult the Legislature 0.475 (0.50 * 0.95).
Path 3 requires a mandatory dissolution if the Legislature votes no confidence in the government (Art. 116.7), followed by the failure to approve a new Government for one month. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.55
	
	
	5.50

	Government
	2a
	1
	
	0.85
	
	0.25
	2.13

	Legislature
	2a
	0.50
	
	0.55
	
	0.50
	1.38

	Legislature
	2b
	0.50
	
	0.70
	
	0.25
	0.88

	Government
	2b
	0.50
	
	0.85
	
	0.50
	2.13

	President
	2
	
	0.55
	1
	
	0.475
	2.61

	Legislature
	3
	0.50
	
	0.55
	
	1
	2.75


Czech Republic (1992)
The President may dissolve the Legislature in response to four 'crisis' triggers (Art. 35): after a) repeated investiture failures, b) prolonged legislative adjournment, c) failure to achieve a legislative quorum for over three months, d) failure to act for three months on a bill to which the Government has tied a question of confidence.
Time barriers apply – the assembly cannot be dissolved within three months of the end of its term (Art. 35.2). We code the collective action penalty on the Legislature as an average of one absolute majority required for investiture, and three simple majority requirements that apply in cases b)-d): 0.6625 ([0.55+3*0.70]/4).

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.325
	
	0.6625
	0.975
	0.50
	1.05

	President
	1
	
	0.325
	
	0.975
	1
	3.17


Czech Republic (2009)
Path 1 carries over from the previous version of the constitution.
Path 2 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with a three-fifths majority (Art. 35.2).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.325
	
	0.6625
	0.975
	0.50
	1.05

	President
	1
	
	0.325
	
	0.975
	1
	3.17

	Legislature
	2
	1
	0.25
	0.975
	
	2.44


Denmark
The Prime Minister has full discretion to call early elections (Art. 32.2).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


Estonia
Path 1 requires mandatory elections (called by the President, who has no discretion) under three conditions: (a) assembly failure to pass the budget (a 'normal' trigger, Art. 119), (b) repeated failures to invest a new Government (a 'crisis' trigger, Art. 89), and (c) when Parliament refers a bill to a national referendum and the public reject it (a 'crisis' trigger, Art. 105).
Path 2 enables the President to dissolve parliament if the Government requests early elections following a vote of no-confidence (absolute majority) in Parliament (Art. 97). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.55
	0.70
	
	
	3.85

	Legislature
	2
	0.50
	
	0.55
	
	0.25
	0.69

	Government
	2
	0.50
	
	0.85
	
	0.50
	2.13

	President
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00


Finland (1919)
The President has full discretion to call early elections (Art. 27).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


Finland (1991)
The President may dissolve the Legislature following a request from the Prime Minister and after consulting 'parliamentary groups' (Art. 26).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	0.50
	5.00

	President
	1
	
	0.50
	1
	
	0.95
	4.75


France (1946)
This constitution envisages only one path to dissolution: Article 51 states that the government (after consulting the president) may dissolve the assembly if two government failures have occurred within an eighteen-month period, either through (a) the failure of a confidence motion or (b) a vote of no confidence – both of which require an absolute majority vote. Since repeated government failure is required before a dissolution can occur, we classify this provision as a 'crisis' trigger (in analogy to repeated investiture failures).[footnoteRef:3] A time barrier applies – dissolutions are not allowed within the first 18 months of the legislative term. [3:  The official French version reads: "la dissolution de l'Assemblée nationale pourra être décidée en Conseil des ministres, après avis du président de l'Assemblée", which suggests that the President of the Assembly plays a consultative (as opposed to consenting) role.] 

We code this complex path in the following way: Repeated ministerial crises in a short period caused by the Legislature (a 'crisis' action), enable the Government to call early elections. 

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	
	0.55
	0.85
	0.50
	0.58

	Government
	1
	
	0.25
	0.85
	0.85
	1
	1.81


France (1958)
The President may dissolve the Legislature following the consultation of two actors (the Prime Minister and the Presidents of the Houses of Parliament—coded together as the 'Legislature'). As noted in the beginning, we do not code time barriers that restrict the dissolution of legislatures, which themselves arise from early elections. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	
	0.9025
	9.03


Germany
The coding of Germany is discussed in the main text.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	0.25
	2.50

	Legislature
	1
	0.50
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	1.75

	President
	1
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.25
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	0.88

	President
	2
	
	0.25
	1
	
	
	2.50


Greece (1975)
Path 1 gives the President discretion to dissolve following either (a) repeated investiture failure ('crisis' trigger) (Art. 37) or (b) the defeat of the government in a confidence vote ('normal' trigger) (Art. 38).  
Path 2, enables the president to dissolve Parliament (upon the request of the Government) if the Government has secured Legislative approval (by a simple majority) of a confidence vote 'for the purpose of renewing its mandate' (Art. 41.2).
Path 3 enables President (after consultation with the Council of the Republic) to dissolve Parliament if 'obvious discord with the public sentiment or if its composition does not ensure governmental stability' (Art 41). The Council of the Republic consists of former Presidents and Prime Ministers as well as current high-ranking parliamentary figures (the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, and the Speaker of Parliament). Equivalently, Art. 38.2 provides that after consulting the Council of the Republic, the President may dismiss the Government and call early elections. Both provisions are scored identically and coded jointly as Path 3.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.525
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	1.84

	President
	1
	
	0.525
	1
	
	1
	5.25

	Government
	2
	1
	
	0.85
	
	0.25
	2.13

	Legislature
	2
	
	0.50
	0.70
	
	0.50
	1.75

	President
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00

	President
	3
	1
	1
	
	0.95
	9.50


Greece (1986)
This constitution restricts the discretion of the President to dissolve the Assembly and abolishes the Council of the Republic. 
Path 1 requires mandatory elections after repeated investiture failures (a 'crisis' trigger) (Art. 37).
Path 2 requires mandatory elections if the Cabinet secures Legislative approval for a confidence vote with 'the purpose of renewing its mandate'. 
Path 3 gives the President discretion to dissolve 'when two Governments have resigned or been voted down by Parliament' (by a simple majority) and its composition fails to guarantee government stability'. We code this requirement for repeated government failures as a 'crisis' trigger. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	0.70
	
	
	1.75

	Government
	2
	1
	
	0.85
	
	0.50
	4.25

	Legislature
	2
	
	0.50
	0.70
	
	1
	3.50

	Legislature
	3
	0.25
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	0.88

	President
	3
	
	0.25
	1
	
	1
	2.50


Hungary (1989)
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with a simple majority vote (Art. 28.1). 
Path 2 allows the President to dissolve the Legislature following a) investiture failure b) multiple no-confidence votes within the space of a year. We code both of these as crisis actions. Specifically, dissolution can be invoked if Parliament fails to elect the candidate whom the President has nominated for the premiership within 40 days. Alternatively, dissolution can be invoked when parliament passes four no-confidence votes (absolute majority) in the space of 12 months. Because of the requirement for repeated no-confidence votes in the space of 12 months, we code this provision as a 'crisis' action. As investiture and confidence votes require an absolute majority the Legislature's collective action penalty is 0.55. For this path, the President is required to consult with the Prime Minister and various legislative actors (grouped together as the Legislature), which gives a conditionality penalty of 0.9025 (0.95 * 0.95).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	1
	7.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.275
	
	0.55
	
	0.50
	0.76

	President
	2
	
	0.275
	1
	
	0.9025
	2.48


Hungary (2011)
Path 1 (Art. 3.1) enables the Legislature to dissolve itself by a simple majority vote. 
Path 2 allows the President to dissolve the Legislature following a) investiture failure b) the failure to pass the state budget by the end of March of a given year. Dissolution can therefore be triggered by one 'crisis' and one 'normal' action, for which we average the collective action penalties. A conditionality penalty applies to the President's score because s/he is required to consult with the Prime Minister and various legislative actors (grouped together).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	1
	7.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.525
	
	0.625
	
	0.50
	1.64

	President
	2
	
	0.525
	1
	
	0.9025
	4.74


Iceland
Article 24 gives the President discretion to call early elections.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


Ireland
Path 1 requires the President to dissolve (no discretion) on the request of the Prime Minister (Art. 13. 2).
Path 2 gives the President discretion in responding to Prime Ministerial requests for dissolution when the Government that has 'ceased to retain the support of a majority'.[footnoteRef:4] We code this provision as follows: The Legislature expresses its lack of majority support for the government (a 'normal' action with a simple majority).[footnoteRef:5] The Prime Minister may then request a dissolution and the President has discretion to refuse this request. [4:  President Mary Robison sought advice on her power to deny the Taoiseach a dissolution (had one been required) on the basis of this exception.]  [5:  The formulation 'when a Government ceases to retain the support of a majority' is vague. We take no view as to how this loss of confidence is expressed by the Legislature. ] 

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.50
	
	0.70
	
	0.25
	0.88

	PM
	2
	0.50
	
	1
	
	0.50
	2.50

	President
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00


Israel (1958)	
The Legislature may vote with a simple majority to dissolve itself.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	
	7.00


Israel (1996)
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with an absolute majority.
Path 2 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself by two normal legislative actions a) a no confidence vote carried by an absolute majority (Art. 19, Basic Law—The Government) and b) failure to adopt a budget (Art. 20). The collective action penalty applied is the average of the two thresholds, i.e. 0.625.
Path 3 (Art. 22) enables a Prime Minister who ascertains that a majority of the Legislature opposes the government, to ask the President for a dissolution—which the President has the right to refuse ('…[the Prime Minister] may, with the approval of the President of the State…'). Since this provision does not detail what constitutes a loss of majority support, but makes this condition an issue that is subject to the interpretation of the Prime Minister, we code no role for the legislature in this dissolution path.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.55
	
	
	5.50

	Legislature
	2
	0.55
	0.625
	
	
	3.44

	PM
	3
	1
	
	1
	
	0.50
	5.00

	President
	3
	
	0.5
	1
	
	
	5.00


Israel (2003)
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with an absolute majority.
Path 2 requires a mandatory dissolution following a) failure to adopt a budget (a 'normal' trigger) or b) investiture failure (which we code as a 'crisis' trigger). Article 11 (Basic Law—The Government) states that, after a number of failed attempts to invest a government, the President will dissolve the Legislature. Since investiture requires an absolute majority, the collective action penalty is the average of the two: 0.625 ([0.70 + 0.55]/2).
Path 3 enables a Prime Minister who ascertains that a majority of the Legislature opposes the government, to ask the President for a dissolution, which the President has the right to refuse or approve. If presidential approval is given, a dissolution will occur unless the Legislature intervenes by investing a new government with an absolute majority (with specific details noted in Article 29).  
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.55
	
	
	5.50

	Legislature
	2
	0.525
	0.625
	
	
	3.28

	PM
	3
	1
	
	1
	
	0.25
	2.50

	President
	3
	0.50
	
	1
	
	0.50
	2.50

	Legislature
	3
	
	0.50
	0.55
	
	1
	2.75


Italy	
The standard interpretation is that the President can dissolve the Legislature, without the consent of the Prime Minister.[footnoteRef:6] This coding is consistent with Strøm and Swindle 2002.   [6:  There is some ambiguity in the text about whether Article 89 (counter-signature) applies to dissolution under Article 88.] 

Conditionality applies - the President is required to consult the presiding officers of Parliament. Time barriers also apply - the President may not use the power of dissolution in the final six months of his/her term, unless that period coincides with the final six months of the parliamentary term. We code this complex temporal constraint simply as a bar on dissolution during the last six months of the presidential term. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	0.95
	0.95
	9.03


Japan
The constitution formally entrust the dissolution power to the Emperor who acts on the advice and with the approval of the Cabinet. We code these provisions as empowering the Government to call early elections.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	
	
	8.50


Latvia
The President can propose early elections but that proposal must be ratified by a national referendum. If the referendum fails, the President is removed from office. This path (and restriction) is sui generis among the constitutions that we code. We accommodate by recording that the President requires the consent of another actor ('the People') for a dissolution. Note that this path was, successfully, employed in 2011.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	
	0.50
	5.00


Lithuania
Path 1 enables the Legislature dissolve itself with a three-fifths majority. 
Path 2 gives the President discretion to schedule early elections if the government, in response to a motion of no confidence from the Legislature (requiring an absolute majority – a 'normal' action), so requests (Art. 58).[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Presidents who invoke this provision may be required (by the newly elected Legislature) to face pre-term elections themselves. As noted in the introduction, we do not code this provision which acts as a disincentive for Presidents, but does not restrict their ability to call early elections.] 

Path 3 (Art. 58) enables the President to dissolve the Legislature in response to an investiture failure if 'the Seimas fails to adopt a decision on the new programme of the Government within 30 days of its presentation, or if the Seimas two times in succession gives no assent to the programme of the Government within 60 days of its first presentation.' We code these two causes as 'crisis' actions. 
A time barrier applies - dissolution cannot occur during the final six months of the presidential term (a barrier penalty of 0.95 in Paths 2 and 3). Path 1 is not subject to the same time constraint. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.25
	
	
	2.50

	Legislature
	2
	0.50
	
	0.55
	0.95
	0.25
	0.65

	Government
	2
	0.50
	
	0.85
	0.95
	0.50
	2.02

	President
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	0.95
	1
	4.75

	Legislature
	3
	0.25
	
	0.70
	0.95
	0.50
	0.83

	President
	3
	
	0.25
	1
	0.95
	1
	2.38


Luxembourg
The Grand Duke's complete discretion to dissolve the assembly is exercised on the advice of the Government. This coding is consistent with Strøm and Swindle 2002.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	
	
	8.50


Macedonia
The Legislature may dissolve itself with an absolute majority (Art. 63).
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.55
	
	
	5.50


Malta
While the constitution appears to imply that the President has extensive discretion in dissolving parliament, the President acts in most instances on the advice of the Prime Minister (Art. 76.5). We interpret the provisions as follows:
Path 1 enables the Prime Minister to request a dissolution at any time. Under Article 76.5.c and Article 85.1.a the President could refuse such a request 'if the Prime Minister recommends a dissolution and the President considers that the Government can be carried on without a dissolution and that a dissolution would not be in the interests of Malta, the President may refuse to dissolve Parliament'.
Path 2 enables the President to call an election if the office of Prime Minister is vacant and the President believes that 'there is no prospect' of being able to find someone who could win an investiture vote (absolute majority) (Art. 76.5a,b). We code this path as the result of an investiture crisis.  
Path 3 enables the President to dissolve Parliament if the House passes a vote of no confidence in the Government (absolute majority), and the Prime Minister 'does not within three days either resign from his post or advise a dissolution (Art. 76.5a). Our interpretation is as follows: the Legislature begins the process by a 'normal' action (a vote of no confidence). The Prime Minister could then either request a dissolution (or refuse for three days to resign) thereby giving the President the power to call early elections. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	0.50
	5.00

	President
	1
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.25
	
	0.55
	
	0.50
	0.69

	President
	2
	
	0.25
	
	
	1
	2.50

	Legislature
	3
	0.50
	
	0.55
	
	0.25
	0.69

	PM
	3
	0.50
	
	1
	
	0.50
	2.50

	President
	3
	
	0.50
	1
	
	1
	5.00


Moldova
Article 85 enables the President to order a dissolution in response to two 'crisis' actions a) government formation failure (two investiture failures within 45 days), b) legislative gridlock – or blockage of 'the procedure for adopting laws' for three months, in which case the President must consult parliamentary groups before calling early elections. Since only one of the two crisis actions requires the consultation of the Parliamentary groups, we set the conditionality penalty to 0.975.
Time barrier apply. Parliament may be dissolved only once in the course of a year and may not be dissolved within the last 6 months of the presidential term. Jointly, these provisions give rise to a time barrier penalty of 0.85.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.275
	
	0.70
	0.85
	0.50
	0.82

	President
	1
	
	0.275
	1
	0.85
	0.975
	2.28


The Netherlands
The Monarch's powers are exercised at request of the government. Article 64.1 simply notes that 'each of the Houses may be dissolved by Royal Decree'. This coding is consistent with Strøm and Swindle 2002.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	
	
	8.50


New Zealand
The Prime Minister determines when the Governor-General calls a new election. The dissolution process is discussed in the New Zealand Cabinet Manual, which does not have constitutional status, but records constitutional convention. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


Poland (1989)
Art. 30 envisages two paths to dissolution: 
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with a two-thirds majority.
Path 2 allows the President to dissolve given three actions by the Sejm (all of which require a simple majority): (1) failing to approve a government within three months ('crisis' action), (2) failing to adopt the budget ('normal' action), (3) 'adopting an act or resolution that prevents the President from carrying out his constitutional powers' ('crisis' action). The President must consult with the Speaker of the Sejm and the Speaker of the Senate before dissolving the Sejm (jointly coded as one actor – the Legislature, conditionality penalty 0.95). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.40
	
	
	4.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.55
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	1.93

	President
	2
	
	0.55
	1
	
	0.95
	5.23


Poland (1992)
This constitution envisages three paths to dissolution:
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with a two-thirds majority. 
Path 2 gives the President discretion to dissolve if the Legislature (1) fails to adopt the budget with a simple majority ('normal action') (Art. 21), or (2) votes no confidence in the government with an absolute majority and does not designate a new Prime Minister ('normal action') (Art. 66). We average the two legislative collective action penalties (0.625). 
Path 3 envisages a mandatory dissolution after an investiture failure (Art. 63). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.40
	
	
	4.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.55
	
	0.625
	
	0.50
	1.72

	President
	2
	
	0.55
	1
	
	0.95
	5.23

	Legislature
	3
	0.25
	0.70
	
	1
	1.75


Poland (1997)
Path 1 enables the Legislature to dissolve itself with a two-thirds majority (Art. 98.3). 
Path 2 gives the President discretion (after consultation with the speakers of both houses of parliament) to dissolve if the Legislature fails to adopt the budget with a simple majority ('normal action') (Art. 225). 
Path 3 requires a dissolution following investiture failure (Art. 155). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.40
	
	
	4.00

	Legislature
	2
	0.50
	
	0.70
	
	0.50
	1.75

	President
	2
	
	0.50
	1
	
	0.95
	4.75

	Legislature
	3
	0.25
	0.70
	
	1
	1.75


Portugal (1976)
The Portuguese constitution provides for two paths to dissolution:
Path 1 enables the President to dissolve 'on the recommendation of the Council of the Revolution' (Art. 136). The Council is chaired by the President and comprises army officials as well as the Prime Minister (only if the Prime Minister is also a member of the Armed Forces). These provisions effectively give the President discretion to dissolve the legislature on his own recommendation in his capacity as chair of the Council of the Revolution, having consulted other Council Members. This arrangement is sui generis amongst the regimes we code and we accommodate it by coding dissolution as requiring the consultation of one actor (the President's colleagues in the Council of the Revolution).
Path 2 provides for a mandatory dissolution following three changes of government as a result of a) failed confidence motions (requiring a simple majority), or b) successful censure motions (requiring an absolute majority) (Art. 198.3), or a mix of the two. Since this provision requires three repeated government failures before early elections can be brought about, we code this dissolution path as triggered by a 'crisis' action, analogous to our coding of Hungary. We set the collective action penalty to the average of a simple majority (0.70) and an absolute majority (0.55) to reflect the different majority thresholds that apply to confidence and censure motions.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	
	0.95
	9.50

	Legislature
	2
	0.25
	0.625
	
	
	1.56


Portugal (1982)
This constitution gives the President discretion to dissolve the Legislature conditional on consulting the legislative parties (coded together as one actor whose consultation is required) and the Government. Time barriers apply: No dissolution can occur within the first six months of a parliamentary term or within the last six months of the presidential term.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	President
	1
	1
	1
	0.90
	0.90
	8.10


Romania
Article 89 outlines one path to dissolution. Following an investiture failure (i.e. multiple failed investiture votes and inability to form a government within two months), the President may call early elections after consulting with the presidents of both Chambers and the parliamentary groups. We code this as requiring the President to consult one actor - Parliament.  Time barriers apply: Parliament may only be dissolved once 'during the same year' and it cannot be dissolved during the last six months of the presidential term. Investiture votes require an absolute majority.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/site.page?den=introp2-e2] 

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	
	0.55
	0.85
	0.50
	0.58

	President
	1
	
	0.25
	1
	0.85
	0.95
	2.02


Russia
Path 1 requires early elections following three investiture failures (Art. 111). A time restriction (Art. 109.5) applies: Dissolution via this path cannot occur during the last six months of the presidential term. Investiture votes require an absolute majority.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  http://www.duma.gov.ru/about/regulations/chapter-17/] 

Path 2 gives the President discretion to dissolve the Legislature if it has voted no confidence in the government twice within the space of three months ('crisis' action) (Art. 117.3). 
Path 3 gives the President discretion to dissolve the Legislature if it rejects a confidence motion initiated by the Prime Minister (Art. 117.4) ('normal' trigger). 
Time barriers apply to Paths 2 and 3 (Art. 109): The Legislature cannot be dissolved under Art. 117 within one year of its election or during the final six months of the presidential term.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	0.55
	0.95
	
	1.31

	Legislature
	2
	0.25
	
	0.55
	0.85
	0.50
	0.58

	President
	2
	
	0.25
	1
	0.85
	1
	2.13

	PM
	3
	1
	
	1
	0.85
	0.25
	2.13

	Legislature
	3
	0.50
	
	0.55
	0.85
	0.50
	1.17

	President
	3
	
	0.50
	1
	0.85
	1
	4.25


Slovakia (1992)
This constitution enables the President to dissolve the Legislature as a consequence of an investiture failure (which we code as a 'crisis' action): 'if the policy statement of the Government of the Slovak Republic is not approved three times within six months after elections' (Art. 113 and 115). The investiture vote for an incoming government requires an absolute majority.[footnoteRef:10] The President must consult the Speaker of Parliament before calling early elections. [10:  This is slightly unclear from the constitutional texts, but was confirmed by contacting the National Council directly.] 

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	
	
	0.55
	
	0.50
	0.69

	President
	1
	
	0.25
	
	1
	
	0.95
	2.38


Slovakia (1999)
Under this constitution four legislative ‘crisis’ actions enable the President to call early elections: (1) investiture failure (failure to pass the policy statement of an incoming government within six months); (2) failure of the Legislature to convene in a specified period; (3) repeated adjournments of the Legislature within a set period; (4) and failure by the National Council of the Slovak Republic to pass within three months a government draft law to which the government has tied a vote of confidence. 
(1) requires an absolute majority (see the discussion above); (2)-(4) require a simple majority and thus we code the collective action penalty as 0.6625 ([0.55 + 3* 0.70]/4). Thus, the Role and Trigger score for the Legislature and President is 0.325 (0.25 + 3*0.025). The Government receives a score because it can discretionarily designate confidence motions. Hence, option (4) enables it to begin a process that can result in dissolution.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	
	0.85
	0.95
	0.25
	2.02

	Legislature
	1
	0.325
	
	0.6625
	0.95
	0.50
	1.02

	President
	1
	
	0.325
	1
	0.95
	1
	3.09


Slovenia
Path 1 requires a mandatory early election following an investiture failure (repeated failed attempts). 
Path 2 requires a mandatory early election if the Legislature fails to support the government in a confidence motion, and does not, within 30 days, elect a new Prime Minister, or affirm its confidence in the existing government. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	0.70
	
	
	1.75

	PM
	2
	1
	
	1
	
	0.50
	5.00

	Legislature
	2
	
	0.50
	0.55
	
	1
	2.75


Spain
The Monarch calls early elections but has no discretion in exercising this power (Art. 62). 
Path 1 requires a dissolution following an investiture failure ('crisis' action) (Art. 99). 
Path 2 enables the Prime Minister (after consulting with the Government—conditionality penalty of 0.95) to propose an early election (Art. 115). Time barriers apply. The constitution allows 'no further dissolution until a year has elapsed since the previous one, except as provided for in Section 99, subsection 5'. We code this provision as prohibiting a dissolution within the first year of the parliamentary term, as ordinarily scheduled elections also require a 'dissolution' of the Legislature.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	
	0.70
	
	1
	1.75

	PM
	2
	1
	1
	0.90
	0.95
	8.55


Sweden (1809)
The Monarch's powers are exercised on the advice of the Government. This coding is consistent with Strøm and Swindle 2002. Article 109 states 'the regular session of the Riksdag shall not be adjourned, without its own consent, until after a period of four months…' In effect this provision imposes a conditionality constraint on the government's dissolution power for a period of four months. Since our coding scheme offers no means of weighting conditionality penalties by the time period within which they apply, we accommodate this provision by coding it as a time barrier on dissolution.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	0.967
	
	8.22


Sweden (1971)
This dissolution regime (1971-1975) grants the Prime Minister unilateral dissolution power.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  We located the constitutional amendment courtesy of James Melton of the Comparative Constitutions Project in Swedish (enacted on 14 January 1969 and printed on 4 March 1969). The relevant portion is: "Konungen förordnar om nytt val i hela riket till riksdagen (nyval), om statsministern begär det. Efter nyval må förordnande om sådant val ej ånyo meddelas förrän fem månader förflutit från den nyvalda riksdagens första sammanträde." A rough translation of this provision is: "The King orders new elections to the Parliament if the Prime Minister so request. After the election, such an election may not again be called until five months after the newly elected parliament has first met."] 

	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10


Sweden (1975)
This revision of the constitution removes the Monarch from the dissolution procedure. 
Path 1 enables the Government to call early elections subject to a time barrier (no early election may be called within three months from the day on which the newly-elected Legislature assembled) (Ch. 3, Art. 11).  
Path 2 provides for dissolution following an investiture failure (a 'crisis' trigger) (Ch. 6, Art. 4-5). This occurs if four proposed governments are rejected by an absolute majority of the Legislature and reflects the tradition of 'negative parliamentarism' in Sweden. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Government
	1
	1
	0.85
	0.975
	
	8.29

	Legislature
	2
	0.25
	0.55
	
	
	1.38


Turkey (1982)
Path 1 enables the Legislature to call new elections with a simple majority (Art. 77).
Path 2 enables the President to dissolve parliament if a) the Legislature rejects a confidence vote tabled by the Prime Minister (after consultation with the government), and does not invest a replacement government within a certain period. Alternatively, the President may dissolve if b) the Prime Minister resigns and no new government can be invested. Thus, the Prime Minister has discretion to start the procedure (a role score of '1'), which requires the consultation of the Government and the approval of the Legislature and President; the conditionality penalty is therefore 0.2375 (0.50 * 0.50 * 0.95). The Legislature may advance the procedure by either one 'normal' action (confidence vote) or a 'crisis' action (failing to invest the Government by rejecting its programme). 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	1
	0.70
	
	
	7.00

	PM
	2
	1
	
	1
	
	0.2375
	2.38

	Legislature
	2
	0.525
	
	0.55
	
	0.50
	1.44

	President
	2
	
	0.525
	1
	
	0.95
	4.99


Ukraine (1996/2010)
The constitution empowers the President to dissolve parliament if 'within thirty days of a single regular session the plenary meetings fail to commence', which we classify as a 'crisis' action. Time barriers apply: No dissolution is allowed within the last six months of the Presidential term. Further time restrictions apply if the Legislature is itself a product of early elections. As noted above, we do not code these additional restrictions because they do not apply to all legislatures.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.25
	
	0.70
	0.95
	0.50
	0.83

	President
	1
	
	0.25
	1
	0.95
	1
	2.38


Ukraine (2004)
This constitution empowers the President to call early elections under three conditions: (i) ‘a failure to form within one month a coalition of parliamentary groups’ [that proposes a PM-candidate to the President], (ii) ‘a failure within sixty days following the resignation of the [Government] to appoint a new [Government]’, and (iii) failing to assemble within a month of its session start date (Art. 90).  We treat (i) and (ii) jointly as 'crisis' actions that concern investiture failures. The time barriers that apply are the same as in 1996.
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.275
	
	0.70
	0.95
	0.50
	0.91

	President
	1
	
	0.275
	1
	0.95
	1
	2.61


United Kingdom (1945)
The Monarch's powers are exercised on behalf of the Prime Minister. This coding is consistent with the UK Cabinet Office Manual and Strøm and Swindle's 2002 coding. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	PM
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	10.00


United Kingdom (2011)
Under the Fixed Term Parliaments Act (2011), there are two paths to dissolution. 
Path 1 requires mandatory elections if the Legislature passes a no confidence motion (simple majority) and then fails to express its confidence in a government in the next fourteen days. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Path 2 empowers the Legislature to vote for dissolution with a two-thirds majority. 
	Actor
	Path
	Role
	Trigger
	Collective
	Barrier
	Conditional
	Overall

	Legislature
	1
	0.50
	0.70
	
	
	3.5

	Legislature
	2
	1
	0.40
	
	
	4





SI 2: Constitutional Provisions

We provide links to all constitutional texts that are available on the internet, otherwise we indicate the sources used.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  We are grateful to James Melton for giving us access to the Comparative Constitution Project's (http://comparativeconstitutionsproject.org/) digitisation of many older constitutional texts which we used for the older physical sources and to verify that no salient amendments to the dissolution procedure were made. ] 

Australia
Source: http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedures/Constitution  
Article 5: 
The Governor-General may appoint such times for holding the sessions of Parliament as he thinks fit, and may also from time to time, by Proclamation or otherwise, prorogue the Parliament, and may in like manner dissolve the House of Representatives

Article 57: (Double Dissolution)
If the House of representatives passes any proposed law, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after an interval of three months the House of Representatives, in the same or the next session, again passes the proposed law with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may dissolve the Senate and the House of Representatives simultaneously. But such dissolution shall not take place within six months before the date of the expiry of the House of Representatives by effluxion of time.
Austria
Source: http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf  
Article 29:
1. The Federal President can dissolve the National Council, but he may avail himself of this prerogative only once for the same reason. In such case the new election shall be so arranged by the Federal Government that the newly elected National Council can at the latest meet on the hundredth day after dissolution.
2. Before expiry of a legislative period the National Council can vote its own dissolution by simple law.
3. After a dissolution pursuant to Paragraph 2 above as well as after expiry of the period for which the National Council has been elected, the legislative period lasts until the day on which the newly elected National Council meets.
Belgium (1831)
Source: Flanz, Gisbert H. (1989). Belgium: The Belgian Constitution of February 7, 1831 including the Amendments of July 7, and 15, 1988 in Constitutions of the Countries of the World editors Blaustein, Albert P. and Flanz, Gisbert H.
This article is unchanged when compared with the original 1831 version.
Article 71:
The King has the right to dissolve the Chambers, either together or separately. The act of dissolution contains a convocation ['summons' in another translation] to the electorate within forty days, and to the Chambers within two months.
Belgium (1995)
Source: http://www.dekamer.be/kvvcr/pdf_sections/publications/constitution/GrondwetUK.pdf 
Article 46:
The King has the right to dissolve the House of Representatives only if the latter, with the absolute majority of its members:
1. Either rejects a motion of confidence in the Federal Government and does not propose to the King, within three days of the day of the rejection of the motion, the appointment of a successor to the prime minister.
2. Or adopts a motion of no confidence with regard to the Federal Government and does not simultaneously propose to the King the appointment of a successor to the Prime Minister;
…
Moreover, the King may, in the event of the resignation of the Federal Government dissolve the House of Representatives after having received its agreement as expressed by the absolute majority of its members. 
Bulgaria (1990)
Source: Simon, William B (editor). (1980). The Constitutions of the Communist World. Alphen aan den Rijn, the Netherlands and Germantown, Maryland: Sijthoff & Noordhoof.
The 1971 constitution was substantially amended in 1990 after the collapse of the previous regime. This amendment, however, did not alter the provision relating to dissolution.  Thus, the paragraph below dates from the 1971 document:
Article 69:
1. The mandate of the National assembly shall end with the expiry of the term for which it was elected.
2. The National Assembly may dissolve itself even before the expiry of the term of its mandate. In that case, it shall continue to perform its functions until the election of a new National Assembly.
3. …
Bulgaria (1991)
Source: http://www.parliament.bg/en/const 
Article 99:
1. Following consultations with the parliamentary group, the President shall appoint the Prime Minister-designate nominated by the party holding the highest number of seats in the National Assembly to form a government.
2. Should the Prime Minister-designate fail to form a government within seven days, the President shall entrust this task to a Prime Minister-designate nominated by the second largest parliamentary group.
3. Should the new Prime Minister-designate also fail to form a government within the period established by the preceding paragraph, the President shall entrust the task to a Prime Minister-designate nominated by one of the minor parliamentary groups.
4. Should the consultations prove successful, the President shall ask the National Assembly to elect the Prime Minister designate
5. Should no agreement on the formation of a government be reached, the President shall appointment a caretaker government, dissolve the National Assembly and schedule new elections within the period established by Article 64 (paragraph 3). The President's act on the dissolution of the National Assembly shall also establish the date of the new general elections.
6. The procedure for forming a government established by the preceding paragraphs shall further apply in the cases referred to in Article 111 (paragraph 1).
7. In the cases referred to in paragraph 5 and 6, the President shall not dissolve the National Assembly during the last three months of his term of office. Should Parliament fail to form a government within the established period, the President shall appoint a caretaker government.
Article 102:
1. Within the prerogatives vested in him, the President shall issue decrees, addresses, and messages.
2. The President's decrees shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister or the minister concerned.
3. No countersigning shall be required for decrees pertaining to:
a. …
b. Dissolution of the National Assembly
c. …
Canada
Source: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/index.html 
Article 50:
Every House of Commons shall continue for Five Years from the Day of the Return of the Writs for choosing the House (subject to be sooner dissolved by the Governor General), and no longer.
Croatia (2000)
Source: http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?art=2405 

Article 78:
1. The Croatian Parliament may be dissolved in order to call early elections upon a decision of the majority of all members.
2. The Croatian Parliament may be dissolved by the President of the Republic in accordance with the provisions of Article 104 of the Constitution.

Article 104:
1. The President of the Republic may, at the proposal of the Government, with the countersignature of the Prime Minister and after consultations with representatives of the parliamentary parties, dissolve the Croatian Parliament if the latter, following the Government’s motion of confidence, passes a vote of no confidence in the Government or fails to adopt the central budget within 120 days after the date on which it was proposed.
2. The President of the Republic may not dissolve the Croatian Parliament at the proposal of the Government as long as impeachment proceedings are underway against him/her for any violation of the Constitution.

Article 116:
1. A vote of confidence in the Prime Minister, a specific member of the Government or the entire Government may be called following a motion of not less than one fifth of the deputies of the Croatian Parliament.
2. A vote of confidence may also be requested by the Prime Minister.
3. No vote of confidence, or debate thereon, may be conducted before the expiry of seven days following the date on which the motion was submitted to the Croatian Parliament.
4. Debate and the vote of confidence shall be conducted not later than 30 days after the day on which the motion was submitted to the Croatian Parliament.
5. A vote of no confidence shall be carried if supported by a majority of the total number of members of the Croatian Parliament.
6. If a vote of no confidence is not carried by the Croatian Parliament, the deputies who sponsored the motion may not resubmit the same motion prior to the end of six months.
7. If a vote of no confidence in the Prime Minister or in the entire Government is carried, the Prime Minister and the Government shall resign. If a vote of confidence in the new Prime Minister-Designate and the members put forward as members of the Government is not carried within 30 days, the Speaker of the Croatian Parliament shall notify the President of the Republic of Croatia of the same. Upon such notification from the Speaker of the Croatian Parliament, the President of the Republic shall immediately dissolve Parliament and simultaneously call a parliamentary election.
8. If a vote of no confidence is carried with respect to a Government member, the Prime Minister may put forward to the Croatian Parliament another member for a vote of confidence or the Prime Minister and the Government may resign.
9. In all cases in which the Prime Minister or Government resign, the provisions of paragraph (7) of this Article shall apply.

Czech Republic (1992)
Source: http://www.servat.unibe.ch/icl/ez00000_.html 
Article 35:
1. The President of the Republic can dissolve the Chamber of Deputies if:
a. the chamber of deputies passes a vote of non-confidence in a newly appointed Government whose Premier was appointed by the President of the Republic on the suggestion of the chairman of the Chamber of Deputies
b. the Chamber of Deputies fails to decide within three months on a Government bill with the discussion of which the Government links the question of confidence
c. a session of the Chamber of Deputies is adjourned for a longer period than admissible
d. the Chamber of Deputies has not reached a quorum for a period longer than three months, although its session was not adjourned and although it was repeatedly called to session during this period
2. The Chamber of Deputies cannot be dissolved three months before the expiration of its election term.

Article 68:
1. The Government is accountable to the Chamber of Deputies
2.  The President of the Republic appoints the Premier and, on his suggestion, appoints other members of the Government and entrusts them with managing the ministries or other bodies.
3. The Government appears before the Chamber of Deputies within thirty days of its appointment and request of it a vote of confidence.
4.  If the newly appointed Government fails to obtain the confidence of the Chamber of Deputies, the procedure advances in accordance with Paragraphs 2 and 3.  If even the Government, appointed in this way, fails to obtain the confidence of the Chamber of Deputies, the President of the Republic appoints the Prime Minister upon the suggestion of the Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies.
5. In other cases, the President of the Republic appoints and dismisses, upon the suggestion of the Prime Minister, other members of the cabinet and entrusts them with managing the ministries or other bodies.

Article 72:
1. The Chamber of Deputies may pass a vote of no confidence in the Government.
2. The Chamber of Deputies discusses a proposal for a vote of no confidence in the Government only if it is submitted in writing by no less than 50 deputies.  Passing the proposal requires the consent of an absolute majority of all deputies.
Czech Republic (2009)
Source: http://www.usoud.cz/en/constitution-of-the-czech-republic/ 
Article 35:
1. The President of the Republic may dissolve the Assembly of Deputies if:
a. the Assembly of Deputies does not adopt a resolution of confidence in a newly appointed government, the Prime Minister of which was appointed by the President of the Republic on the basis of a proposal of the Chairperson of the Assembly of Deputies;
b. the Assembly of Deputies fails, within three months, to reach decision on a governmental bill with the consideration of which the government has joined the issue of confidence;
c. a session of the Assembly of Deputies has been adjoined for a longer period than is permissible
d. for a period of more than three months, the Assembly of Deputies has not formed a quorum, even though its session has not been adjourned and it has, during this period, been repeatedly summoned to a meeting
2. The President of the Republic shall dissolve the Assembly of the Deputies if the Assembly of the Deputies proposes her so by resolution, which it has been approved by the majority of three-fifths of all Deputies.
3. The Assembly of Deputies may not be dissolved during the three-month period preceding the expiration of its electoral term.
Articles 68 and 72 are unchanged.

Denmark
Source: http://www.thedanishparliament.dk/Publications/My_Constitutional_Act_with_explanations.aspx 

Section 32:
1. The members of the Folketing shall be elected for a period of four years.
2. The King may at any time issue writs for a new election with the effect that the existing seats shall be vacated upon a new election, except that writs for an election shall not be issued after the appointment of a new Ministry until the Prime Minister has presented himself to the Folketing.
3. The Prime Minister shall cause a general election to be held before the expiration of the period for which the Folketing has been elected.
4. No seats shall be vacated until a new election has been held.
5. …

Estonia
Source: https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/530102013003/consolide 

Article 78:
	The President
	…
3) calls regular elections of the Riigikogu and, pursuant to Article 89, 97, 105, and 119 of the Constitution, extraordinary elections of the Riigikogu.
…

Article 89:
1. Within fourteen days following resignation of the Government of the Republic, the President nominates a Prime Minister candidate whom he directs to form the new Government.
2. The Prime Minister candidate, within fourteen days after receiving the direction to form the new Government, presents a report to the Riigikogu regarding the principles upon which he or she proposes to form the Government, after which the Riigikogu decides, without debate and by an open vote, whether to authorise the Prime Minister candidate to form the Government.
3. The Prime Minister candidate who has been authorised by the Riigikogu to form the new Government presents, within seven days, a list of its members to the President, who appoints the Government to office within three days.
4. If the Prime Minister candidate nominated by the President fails to receive a majority of the votes cast in the Riigikogu, or is unable or declines to form the Government, the President is entitled, within seven days, to nominate another Prime Minister candidate.
5. If the President does not nominate another Prime Minister candidate within seven days or declines to do so, or if the other candidate, under the conditions and time-limits set out in paragraphs two and three of this section, fails to obtain the necessary authority from the Riigikogu or is unable or declines to form the Government, the right to nominate a Prime Minister candidate passes to the Riigikogu.
6. The Riigikogu nominates a Prime Minister candidate who presents to the President a list of the members of the Government. If the list is not presented to the President within fourteen days after the passing to the Riigikogu of the right to nominate the Prime Minister candidate, the President calls an extraordinary election of the Riigikogu.

Article 97:
1. The Riigikogu may, by a resolution carried by a majority of its members, express no confidence in the Government of the Republic, The Prime Minister, or a minister.
2. A motion to express no confidence may be initiated by not less than one-fifth of the members of the Riigikogu by the presentation of a corresponding written notice at a sitting of the Riigikogu.
3. A motion to express no confidence may not be put to the vote earlier than on the second day after its initiation, unless the Government of the Republic requires a more expeditious decision.
4. In the case that the Riigikogu has expressed no confidence in the Government of the Republic or the Prime Minister, the President may, on the proposal of the Government and within three days, call an extraordinary election of the Riigikogu.
5. When the Riigikogu has expressed no confidence in a minister, the Speaker of the Riigikogu notifies this to the President, who releases the minister from office.
6. A motion to express no confidence on the same grounds as in a previous motion may not be initiated earlier than three months after the previous motion was voted.

Article 105:
1. The Riigikogu has the right to submit a Bill or other issue of national importance to a referendum.
2. The decision of the people is made by a majority of the votes cast in the referendum.
3. A law which is passed by a referendum is promptly promulgated by the President. The decision of the referendum is binding on all public bodies.
4. If a Bill submitted to a referendum fails to receive a majority of the votes cast, the President calls an extraordinary election to the Riigikogu.

Article 119:
1. If the Riigikogu has not passed the national budget within two months following the beginning of the financial year, the President calls an extraordinary election of the Riigikogu.

Finland (1919)
Source: Peaslee, Amos J. (1950). Volume 1. Constitutions of Nations: The First Compilations in the English Language of the Texts of the Constitutions of the Various Nations of the World, Together with Summaries, Annotations, Bibliographies, and Comparative Tables. Concord, New Hampshire: Rumford Press.
This translation comes from the 'official English translation published by the Finnish government in 1924' (p. 777).
Article 27:
The President shall have the power to convoke the Diet in extraordinary seession, to issue orders for parliamentary elections, to open and close the sessions of the Diet, and to order new elections and dissolve the Diet.
The relevant article has not changed from the original 1919 version.
Finland (1991)
Source: http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1999/en19990731.pdf 
Section 26:
1. The President of the Republic, in response to a reasoned proposal by the Prime Minister, and after having heard the parliamentary groups, and while the Parliament is in session, may order that extraordinary parliamentary elections shall be held. Thereafter, the Parliament shall decide the time when it concludes its work before the elections.
2. After extraordinary parliamentary elections, the Parliament shall convene in session on the first day of the calendar month that begins ninety days after the election order, unless the Parliament has decided on an earlier date of convocation.

Article 58:
1. The President of the Republic makes decisions in Government on the basis of motions proposed by the Government.
2. …
3. Notwithstanding the provision in paragraph 1, the President makes decisions on the following matters without a motion from the Government:
a. …
b. The issuance of an order concerning extraordinary parliamentary elections
c. …
France (1946)
Source: Hein Online, 1946 (English); http://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/francais/la-constitution/les-constitutions-de-la-france/constitution-de-1946-ive-republique.5109.html (French)
Article 49:
1. A question of confidence may not be put except after discussion by the Council of Ministers; it can be put only by the President of the Council.
2. The vote on a question of confidence may not be taken until one full day after it has been put before the assembly. it shall be taken by a roll call.
3. The Cabinet may not be refused a vote of confidence except by an absolute majority of the deputies in the assembly.
4. Refusal to give such a vote shall automatically result in the collective resignation of the Cabinet.

Article 50:
1. Passage of a motion of censure by the National Assembly shall automatically result in the collective resignation of the cabinet. 
2. The vote on such a motion cannot be taken until one full day after it has been made. It must be taken by a roll call.
3. A motion of censure may be adopted only by an absolute majority of the deputies in the assembly.

Article 51:
1. If in the course of an eighteen-month period two ministerial crises occur under the conditions set forth in Article 49 and 50, the Council of Ministers with the concurrence of the President of the Assembly may decide to dissolve the National Assembly.
2. Its dissolution shall be proclaimed by the President of the Republic, in accordance with such decision.
3. The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall not be applied before the expiration of the first eighteen months of the legislature
France (1958)
Source: http://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/english/constitution/constitution-of-4-october-1958.25742.html 

Article 12:
1. The President of the Republic may, after consulting the Prime Minister and the Presidents of the Houses of Parliament, declare the National Assembly dissolved.
2. A general election shall take place no fewer than twenty days and no more than forty days after dissolution.
3. The National Assembly shall sit as of right on the second Thursday following its election. Should this sitting fall outside the period prescribed for the ordinary session, a session shall be convened by right for a fifteen-day period.
4. No further dissolution shall take place within a year following said election.

Article 19:
1. Instruments of the President of the Republic, other than those provided for under Article 8 (paragraph 1), 11, 12, 16, 18, 54, 56, 61, shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister and, where required, by the ministers concerned.

Germany
Source: https://www.btg-bestellservice.de/pdf/80201000.pdf 

Article 58 [Countersignature]
Orders and directions of the Federal President shall require for their validity the countersignature of the Federal Chancellor or of the competent Federal Minister. This provision shall not apply to the appointment or dismissal of the Federal Chancellor, the dissolution of the Bundestag under Article 63, or a request made under paragraph (3) of Article 69.
	
Article 63 [Election of the Federal Chancellor]
1. The Federal Chancellor shall be elected by the Bundestag without debate on the proposal of the Federal President.
2. The person who receives the votes of a majority of the Members of the Bundestag shall be elected. The person elected shall be appointed by the Federal President.
3. If the person proposed by the Federal President is not elected, the Bundestag may elect a Federal Chancellor within fourteen days after the ballot by the votes of more than one half of its Members.
4. If no Federal Chancellor is elected within this period, a new election shall take place without delay, in which the person who receives the largest number of votes shall be elected. If the person elected receives the votes of a majority of the Members of the Bundestag, the Federal President must appoint him within seven days after the election. If the person elected does not receive such a majority, then within seven days the Federal President shall either appoint him or dissolve the Bundestag.
	
Article 68 [Vote of Confidence]
1. If a motion of the Federal Chancellor for a vote of confidence is not supported by the majority of the Members of the Bundestag, the Federal President, upon the proposal of the Federal Chancellor, may dissolve the Bundestag within twenty-one days. The right of dissolution shall lapse as soon as the Bundestag elects another Federal Chancellor by the vote of a majority of its Members.
2. Forty-eight hours shall elapse between the motion and the vote.

Greece (1975)
Source: House of Parliament (1975). Constitution of Greece. House of Parliament: Athens.

Article 36:
1. No act of the President of the Republic shall become operative nor be executed unless it has been countersigned by the competent Minister who, by his signature alone shall be rendered responsible, and unless it has been published in the Government Gazette.
If the Government has been dismissed and Prime Minister has not countersigned the relative decree, it shall be countersigned by the new Prime Minister.
2. By exception, the following acts exclusively shall not require countersignature:
a. the appointment of the Prime Minister
b. the convocation of the Cabinet under his chairmanship, in accordance with the provisions of article 38 paragraph 3.
c. the convocation of the Council of the Republic
d. the return to Parliament of a bill or law proposal it has voted in accordance with article 42 paragraph 3.
e. the powers specified in article 32 paragraph 4, article 37 paragraph 3, article 41 paragraphs 1 and 4 and article 44 paragraph 2.
f. …
NB: Article 32 refers to a dissolution following a failure to elect a president and thus is not reported here.

Article 37:
1. The President of the Republic shall appoint the Prime Minister and on his recommendation shall appoint and dismiss the other members of the Government and the Undersecretaries.
2. The leader of the party having the absolute majority of seats in Parliament shall be appointed Prime Minister. If the party has no leader or if its leader has not been elected to Parliament or if there is no party spokesman, the Prime Minister shall be appointed after the parliamentary group elects a leader, not later than within five days after the Speaker shall have announced to the President of the Republic the parliamentary strength of the parties.
3. If no party has an absolute majority of seats, the President of the Republic shall assign to the leader of the party with a relative majority an exploratory mandate to ascertain the possibility of forming a government enjoying the confidence of Parliament, as specified in the preceding paragraph.
4. If this is not achieved, the President may assign a new exploratory mandate to the leader of the second largest party in Parliament or he may appoint as Prime Minister, after consulting with the Council of the Republic, a person who may or may not be a member of Parliament and who shall be able, in his opinion, to obtain a vote of confidence in Parliament.
5. The President of the Republic may grant a Prime Minister thus appointed the right to dissolve Parliament for the purpose of holding elections.

Article 38:
1. The President of the Republic shall relive the Prime Minister of his duties upon his resignation or if the Government loses the confidence of Parliament, as specified in article 84.
In such cases, the mandate to form a new Government shall be assigned to a member of Parliament who must request a vote of confidence as specified in article 84, or to a person who may or may not be a member of Parliament, for the purpose of dissolving Parliament immediately and of holding elections.
2. The President of the Republic may dismiss the Government after consulting with the Council of the Republic, the second section of the preceding paragraph being further applied.
3. The President of the Republic may under extraordinary circumstances summon the Cabinet under his chairmanship.

Article 39:
1. The President of the Republic shall summon the Council of the Republic to a meeting under his chairmanship in the cases specifically provided by the Constitution. He shall likewise summon it in every other national circumstance he deems to be serious.
2. The Council of the Republic shall be constituted of democratically elected former Presidents of the Republic, the Prime Minister, the Speaker of Parliament, the leader of the Parliamentary opposition, and former Prime Ministers who have been members of Parliament or who headed governments having received a vote of confidence by Parliament.

Article 41:
1. The President of the Republic may dissolve Parliament after consulting with the Council of the Republic if Parliament is in obvious discord with the public sentiment or if its composition does not ensure governmental stability.
2. The President of the Republic may dissolve Parliament on the proposal of a Government that has received a vote of confidence, for the purpose of renewing the popular mandate in view of dealing with a national issue of exceptional importance.
3. The decree concerning the dissolution of the Parliament countersigned in the case of the preceding paragraph by the Cabinet must contain a proclamation of elections within thirty days and the convocation of the new Parliament within thirty days of the elections.
4. A Parliament elected following the dissolution of the previous one may not be dissolve before the lapse of one year from its opening session except in the case of Parliament having  voted down two Governments. Prior to signing the decree, the President of the Republic shall consult with the Council of the Republic. Parliament cannot be dissolved twice for the same reason.
5. Dissolution of Parliament shall be compulsory in the case specified in article 32 paragraph 4.
Article 84:
1. The Government must enjoy the confidence of Parliament. The Government shall be obliged to request a vote of confidence by Parliament within fifteen days of the date the Prime Minister shall have been sworn in, and may also do so at any other time. if at the time the Government is formed, Parliament has suspended its works, it shall be summoned within fifteen days to resolve on the motion of confidence.
2. Parliament may decide to withdraw its confidence from the Government or from a member of the Government. A motion of censure may not be submitted before the lapse of six months from the rejection by Parliament of such a motion. A motion of censure must be signed by at least one-sixth of the number of members of Parliament and must explicitly state the subject on which the debate is to be held.
3. A motion of censure may, by exception, be submitted before the lapse of six months, if its signed by the majority of the total number of members.
4. …
5. …
6. A motion of confidence cannot be adopted unless it is approved by the absolute majority of the members present, which however cannot be less than two-fifths of the total number of members. A motion of censure shall be adopted only if it is approved by the absolute majority of the total number of members.
7. …
Greece (1986)
Source: http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/UserFiles/f3c70a23-7696-49db-9148-f24dce6a27c8/001-156%20aggliko.pdf 
Article 35:
1. No act of the President of the Republic shall be valid nor executed unless it has been countersigned by the competent Minister who, by his signature alone shall be rendered responsible, and unless it has been published in the Government Gazette.

If the Cabinet has been relieved of its duties as provided by Article 38 paragraph 1, and the Prime Minister fails to countersign the relative decree, this shall be signed by the President of the Republic alone. 
2. By exception, the following acts shall not require countersignature:
a. the appointment of the Prime Minister
b.  the assignment of an exploratory mandate in accordance with article 37, paragraphs 2, 3, and 4
c. the dissolution of the Parliament in accordance with articles 32 paragraph 4, and 41 paragraph 1, if the Prime Minister fails to countersign, and in accordance with article 53 paragraph 1 if the Cabinet fails to countersign
d. …
NB: Article 32 refers to a dissolution following a failure to elect a president and thus is not reported here. Article 53.1 simply refers to the procedure for the Cabinet calling regular elections at the end of the parliamentary term.
Article 37 outlines the investiture procedure for a government; if repeated attempts to invest a government fail, the President 
'summons all party leaders, and if the impossibility to form a Cabinet enjoying the confidence of the Parliament is confirmed, he shall attempt to form a Cabinet composed of all parties in Parliament for the purpose of holding parliamentary elections. If this fails, he shall entrust the President of the Supreme Administrative Court or of the Supreme Civil and Criminal Court or of the Court of Audit to form a Cabinet as widely acceptable as possible to carry out elections and dissolves Parliament.'
Article 41:
6. The President of the Republic may dissolve the Parliament when two Governments have resigned or been voted down by Parliament and its composition fails to guarantee government stability. Elections are held by the Governing enjoying the confidence of the dissolving Parliament. In all other cases, the third section of paragraph 3 of article 37 is analogously applied. 
7. The President of the Republic shall dissolve the Parliament on the proposal of the Cabinet which has received a vote of confidence, for the purpose of renewing the popular mandate, in view of dealing with a national issue of exceptional importance. Dissolution of the new Parliament for the same issue is precluded.
8. The decree concerning the dissolution of the Parliament, countersigned in the case of the preceding paragraph by the Cabinet, must contain a proclamation of elections within thirty days and the convocation of the new Parliament within another thirty days of the elections.
9. The Parliament elected following the dissolution of the previous one, may not be dissolved before the lapse of one year from its opening session except in those cases described in article 37 paragraph 3 and paragraph 1 of the present article.
10. The dissolution of the Parliament shall be compulsory in the case specified in article 32 paragraph 4.
Article 84:
5. …
6. A motion of confidence cannot be adopted unless it is approved by an absolute majority of the present Members of Parliament, which however cannot be less than two-fifths of the total number of the members.
7. …
Hungary (1989)
Source: Flanz, Gisbert H. (1990). The Republic of Hungary, 1976-1990 in Constitutions of Countries of the World, editors Blaustein, Albert P. and Flanz, Gisbert H. Dobbs Ferry, New York: Oceana Publications.
Article 28:
1. The mandate of Parliament begins when it convenes for its constituent assembly.
2. Parliament may declare its dissolution even before the expiration of its term.
3. The President of the Republic may dissolve Parliament concurrently with establishing the date of new elections, if during the term of its mandate and at least four times within twelve months, Parliament
a. withdraws its vote of confidence for the Council of Ministers or
b. does not provide a vote of confidence for the incoming Council of Ministers
4. The President of the Republic may not exercise his right provided by subparagraph (3) of this paragraph more than two times during his/her term of office.
5. Before the dissolution of Parliament, the President of the Republic has to consult with the Prime Minister, the Speaker of parliament, the leaders of the parliamentary political fraction groups, as well as with the leader of independent elected Members of Parliament not affiliated with any political party.
6. A new Parliament shall be elected within three months after the expiration of the term of the outgoing Parliament, or the internal or external dissolution thereof. Parliament continues to function until the constituent assembly of the incoming Parliament is held.
The relevant paragraph was amended in 1990 to be somewhat different. We rely on this version when coding the pre-2011 (see below) period.
1. The mandate of Parliament commences with its constituent meeting.
2. Parliament may proclaim its dissolution even before the expiry of its mandate.
3. The President of the Republic may dissolve Parliament simultaneously with setting the dates for the new election if
a. Parliament has at least four times within twelve months withdrawn its confidence from the Government, or
b. in case the mandate of the Government had ended, Parliament failed to elect within forty days after the date of the first nomination, the candidate Prime Minister put up for office by the President of the Republic.
4. …
5. Before dissolving Parliament, the President of the Republic is bound to consult with the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the Parliament and with the heads of the factions of the parties that have representatives in Parliament.
6. Within three months after the expiry of the term of Parliament, its dissolution or its being dissolved, a new Parliament has to be elected. Parliament operates until the constituent meeting of the new Parliament.
Article 39/A:
1. A motion of no-confidence may, with the designation of the preferred candidate for Prime Minister, be submitted against the Prime Minister on the written proposal of at least one-fifth of the MPs. A motion of no-confidence against the Prime Minister shall be regarded as a motion of no-confidence against the government. If the majority of the Members of Parliament have expressed no-confidence, the candidate named as the choice for the new Prime Minister must be regarded as elected.
2. …
Hungary (2011)
Source: http://www.kormany.hu/download/e/02/00000/The%20New%20Fundamental%20Law%20of%20Hungary.pdf
Article 3:
1. The mandate of the National Assembly shall commence with its constitutive sitting, and shall last until the constitutive sitting of the next National Assembly. The constitutive sitting shall be convened by the President of the Republic within thirty days of the elections.
2. The National Assembly may declare its own dissolution.
3. The President of the Republic may dissolve National Assembly, and simultaneously announce new elections if:
a. the National Assembly, when the mandate of the Government terminates, fails to elect the person proposed by the President of the Republic for the Prime Minister within forty days of presentation of the first nomination, or
b. the National Assembly fails to adopt the State Budget for the year in question by 31 March.
4. Before dissolving the National Assembly, the President of the Republic shall be obliged to obtain the opinion of the Prime Minister, the Speaker of Parliament, and the leaders of the parliamentary groups.
5. The President of the Republic may exercise his or her right set out in Paragraph 3(a) until Parliament elects the Prime Minister. The President of the Republic may exercise his or her right set out in Parliament 3(b) until Parliament adopts the State Budget.
6. The new National Assembly shall be elected within ninety days of Parliament dissolving itself or of it being dissolved.
Iceland
Source: http://www.government.is/constitution/ 
Article 24:
The President of the Republic may dissolve the Althingi. A new election must take place within 45 days from the announcement of the dissolution. Althingi shall convene not later than ten weeks after its dissolution. Members of Althingi shall retain their mandate until Election Day.
Ireland
Source: https://www.constitution.ie/Documents/Bhunreacht_na_hEireann_web.pdf

Article 13 (Section 2)
1. Dail Eireann shall be summoned and dissolved by the President on the advice of the Taoieach.
2. The President may in his absolute discretion refuse to dissolve Dail Eireann on the advice of a Taoiseach who has ceased to retain the support of a majority in Dail Eirann.
3. The President may at any time, after consultation with the Council of State, convene a meeting of either or both of the Houses of the Oireachtas.
Israel (1958)
Source: http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFA-Archive/1950-1959/Pages/Basic%20Law-%20The%20Knesset%20-1958-.aspx   
Basic Law (1958)—The Knesset:
Article 34:
The Knesset shall not decide to dissolve itself before the expiration of its term of office save by adopting a Law for that purpose.
Israel (1996)
Source:  Versions can likely be located https://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/basic2_eng.htm 
Basic Law (1958)—The Knesset, as Amended (1992, in force 1996):
Article 34:
The Knesset shall not decide to dissolve itself before the expiration of its term of office, save by adopting a Law for that purpose passed by a majority of the members of the Knesset.
Basic Law (1992, in force 1996)—The Government:
Article 3:
1. The Government is comprised of the Prime Minister and Ministers.
2. The Prime Minister serves by virtue of his being elected in the national general elections, to be conducted on a direct, equal, and secret basis in compliance with the Election Law (The Knesset and The Prime Minister).
3. The Ministers will be appointed by the Prime Minister; their appointment requires the approval of the Knesset.
4. Should the Knesset reject the Prime Minister's proposal regarding the composition of the Government, it will be regarded as an expression of no confidence in the Prime Minister, and the provisions of section 19(b) [2, as listed below] will apply.
Article 19:
1. The Knesset may by means of a majority of its members adopt an expression of no confidence in the Prime Minister.
2. An expression of no confidence in the Prime Minister will be deemed to be a Knesset decision to disperse prior to the completion of its period of service. 
Article 20:
'Non-adoption of the Budget Law within three months subsequent to the beginning of the fiscal year will be considered to be a Knesset decision on its dispersion, prior to the completion of its term of service.'
Article 21:
1. Should the Knesset express no confidence in the Prime Minister, or fail to adopt the Budget Law under the provisions of section 20, elections to the Knesset and to the position of the Prime Minister will be conducted on the last Tuesday before the passage of 60 days after the expression of no confidence, or upon the completion of the period as stated in section 20
2. Sections 34 and 35 of the Basic Law: The Knesset will not apply to the dispersion of the Knesset in accordance with Sections 19 and 20.
3. …
Article 22:
1. Should the Prime Minister ascertain that a majority of the Knesset opposes the Government, and that the effective functioning of the Government is prevented as a result, he may, with the approval of the President of the State, disperse the Knesset by way of an order to be published in Reshumot; a decision to disperse the Knesset will be regarded as a decision of the Knesset to disperse prior to the completion of its term of service, and new elections for the Knesset and  the Prime Minister, will be conducted on the last Tuesday before the passage of 60 days from the day of the dispersion of the Knesset.
Basic Law (1964)—The President
Article 12:
The signature of the President of State on an official document, other than a document connected with the formation of a Government, shall require the countersignature of the Prime Minister or of such other Minister as the Government may decide.
Israel (2003)
Source:  Versions can likely be located https://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/basic2_eng.htm 
Basic Law (1958)—The Knesset, as Amended (2001, in force 2003):

Article 34:
The Knesset shall not decide to dissolve itself before the expiration of its term of office, save by adopting a Law for that purpose passed by a majority of the member of the Knesset.

Article 36:
1. Non-adoption of the Budget Law within three months subsequent to the beginning of the fiscal year will be considered to be a Knesset decision on its dispersion, prior to the completion of its term of service, on the day following the end of this period (hereafter: the determining date), and early elections will be held on the last Tuesday before the end of 90 days of the determining date, unless the Knesset decides by a majority vote of its members, within five days of the determining date, that because of the proximity of the date of elections to a holiday, festival day or memorial day, to postpone the elections to a date no later than 100 days from the determining date. 

Basic Law (2001)—The Government (in force 2003):

Articles 9 and 10 outline, in detail, the process of forming a government and who is the relevant formateur.

Article 11:
1. Should no request be submitted under section 10(a) [a large number of investiture failures have occurred], or should a Knesset member fail to form a Government within the period defined in section 10(c), of if he should prior to that time inform the President that he cannot form a Government, the President shall so inform the Knesset Speaker.
2. Should the President so inform the Knesset Speaker, or should a Knesset Member charged with forming a Government under section 10(a) present a Government and fail to win the confidence of the Knesset under section 13(d), then the Knesset shall be demed to have decide to disperse prior to the completion of its period of service, and elections for the Knesset will be held on the last Tuesday before the end of 90 days of the President's announcement, or of the rejection of the request for confidence in the Government, as relevant.

Article 29:
1. Should the Prime Minister ascertain that a majority of the Knesset opposes the Government, and that the effective functioning of the Government is prevented as a result, he may, with the approval of the President of the State, disperse the Knesset by the way of an order to be published in Reshumot. The order will enter into effect 21 days after its publication, unless a request is submitted under subsection (c) [3 in this numbering], and the Government will be deemed to have resigned on the day of the order's publication.
2. Within 21 days of the publication of the order, a majority of the Knesset Members may request that the President charge one of its members, who has so agreed in writing and who is not the Prime Minister, with the task of forming a government.
3. Where a request as aforesaid has been submitted to the President, the President shall inform the Speaker of the Knesset. The President shall assign the task of forming a Government to the Knesset Member named in the request within two days.
4. A Knesset Member to whom the task of forming a Government has been assigned under this section shall have a period of 28 days for its fulfilment. The President of the State may extend the period by additional periods not in the aggregate exceeding 14 days.
5. Should no request be submitted under subsection(b) [2 in this numbering], or if the period defined in subsection(d) [4 in this numbering] passed, and the Knesset Member did not inform the President that he formed a government or where he presented a Government and the Knesset rejected his request for confidence under section 13(d), it will be deemed to be a Knesset decision to disperse prior to the completion of its period of service, and elections to the Knesset will be held on the last Tuesday before the end of 90 days of the President's announcement, or of the rejection of the request for confidence in the government, as relevant.
6. If the President gave notice under subsection (3) of the Knesset member presented a Government and the Knesset rejected the request that it express confidence in it under section 13(d), then the Knesset is deemed to have decided to disperse before the end of its term of office and elections to the Knesset will be held on the last Tuesday before the end of 90 days of the President's announcement, or of the rejection of the request for confidence in the government, as relevant.
7. …
Italy
Source: https://www.senato.it/documenti/repository/istituzione/costituzione_inglese.pdf 
	
Article 88:
1. In consultation with the Presiding Officers of Parliament, the President may dissolve one or both Houses of Parliament.
2. The President of the Republic may not exercise such a right during the final six months of the presidential term, unless said period coincides in full or in part with the final six months of Parliament.

Article 89:
1. A writ of the President of the Republic shall not be valid unless signed by the proposing Minister, who shall be accountable for it.
2. A writ having the force of law and other writs issued by virtue of a law shall be countersigned by the President of the Council of Ministers
Japan
Source: http://japan.kantei.go.jp/constitution_and_government_of_japan/constitution_e.html 

Article 7:

The Emperor, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet, shall perform the following acts in matters of states on behalf of the people:
	…
	Dissolution of the House of Representatives
	…

Latvia
Source: http://www.saeima.lv/en/legislation/constitution 

Article 48:
The President shall be entitled to propose the dissolution of the Saeima. Following this proposal, a national referendum shall be held. If in the referendum more than half of the votes are cast in favour of dissolution, the Saeima shall be considered dissolved, new elections called, and such elections held no later than two months after the date of the dissolution of the Saeima.

Lithuania
Source: http://www3.lrs.lt/home/Konstitucija/Constitution.htm [NB: the document here differs in that it uses the phrase 'early election' in lieu of 'pre-term election']

Article 58:
Pre-term elections to the Seimas may be held on the decision of the Seimas adopted by not less than a three-fifths majority vote of the Members of the Seimas.

Pre-term elections to the Seimas may also be announced by the President of the Republic:
1. If the Seimas fails to adopt a decision on the new programme of the Government within 30 days of its presentation, or if the Seimas two times in succession gives no assent to the programme of the Government within 60 days of its first presentation
2. On the proposal of the Government, if the Seimas expresses direct no-confidence in the Government.

The President of the Republic may not announce pre-term elections to the Seimas if the term of office of the President of the Republic expires in less than 6 months, also if 6 months have not passed since the pre-term elections to the Seimas.

Article 75:
Officials appointed or elected by the Seimas, with the exception of persons specified in Article 74 of the Constitution, shall be dismissed from office when the Seimas expresses no-confidence in them by majority vote of all the Members of the Seimas.

Article 84:
	The President of the Republic:
	…
20. shall announce regular elections to the Seimas and, in cases provided for in the Second Paragraph of Article 58 of the Constitution, announce pre-term elections to the Seimas
	…

Article 85:
The President of the Republic, implementing the powers vested in him, shall issue decrees. To be valid, the decrees of the President of the Republic specified in Items 3, 15, 17, 21 of Article 84 of the Constitution, must be signed by the Prime Minister or an appropriate Minister. Responsibility for such a decree shall lie with the Prime Minister or the Minister who signed it.

Article 87:
When, in cases provided for in the Second Paragraph of Article 58 of the Constitution, the President of the Republic announces pre-term elections to the Seimas, the newly-elected Seimas may, by a three-fifths majority vote of all the Members of the Seimas and within 30 days of the first sitting, announce a pre-term election of the President of the Republic.
	…

Article 92:
The Prime Minister shall, with the assent of the Seimas, be appointed and dismissed by the President of the Republic. 
The Ministers shall be appointed and dismissed by the President of the Republic upon the submission of the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister, within 15 days of his appointment, shall present to the Seimas the Government which he has formed and which has been approved by the President of the Republic, and shall present its programme to the Seimas for consideration. 

The Government shall return its powers to the President of the Republic after the Seimas elections or after the elections of the President of the Republic. 

A new Government shall receive the powers to act after the Seimas gives assent to its programme by majority vote of the Members of the Seimas participating in the sitting.
Luxembourg
Source: http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/textescoordonnes/recueils/constitution_droits_de_lhomme/CONST1.pdf 

Article 74:
	The Grand Duke can dissolve the Chamber. ("Le Grand-Duc peut dissoudre la Chambre")

Article 45:
	All provisions of the Grand Duke must be countersigned by a member of the Government. [Amended in 1989]

Macedonia
Source: http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=239363 
Article 63:
1. …
2. Elections for the Representatives to the Assembly are held within the last 90 days of the term of the current Assembly, or within 60 days from the day of the dissolution of the Assembly.
3. ...
4. The Assembly is dissolved when more than half of the total number of Representatives vote for dissolution.
Malta
Source: http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=8566

Article 76:
1. The President may at any time by proclamation prorogue or dissolve Parliament.
2. Subject to the provisions of sub-article 3 of this article, Parliament, unless sooner dissolved, shall continue for five years from the date of its first sitting after any dissolution and then stand dissolved.
3. …
4. …
5. In the exercise of his powers under this article the President shall act in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister: Provided that—
a. if the House of Representatives passes a resolution, supported by the votes of a majority of all the members thereof, that it has no confidence in the Government, and the Prime Minister does not within three days either resign from his office or advise a dissolution, the President may dissolve Parliament;
b. if the office of Prime Minister is vacant and the President considers that there is no prospect of his being able within a reasonable time to appoint to that office a person who can command the support of a majority of the members of the House of Representatives, the President may dissolve Parliament; and
c. if the Prime Minister recommends a dissolution and the President considers that the Government of Malta can be carried on without a dissolution and that a dissolution would not be in the interests of Malta, the President may refuse to dissolve Parliament.

Article 85:
1. In the exercise of his functions the President shall act in accordance with the advice of the Cabinet of a Minister acting under the general authority of the Cabinet except in the cases where he is required by this Constitution or any other law to act in accordance with the advice of any person or authority other than the Cabinet:
a. Provided that the President shall act in accordance with his own deliberate judgement in the performance of the following functions
i. in the exercise of the powers relating to the dissolution of Parliament conferred to him under proviso to the sub-article 5 of Article 76 of this Constitution

Moldova
Source: http://www.presedinte.md/eng/constitution 

Article 85:
1. In the event of the impossibility to form the Government or of blocking up the procedure of adopting laws within three months, the President of the Republic of Moldova, following the consultations of the parliamentary fractions, may dissolve Parliament.
2. The Parliament may be dissolved, if it has not passed the vote of confidence for setting up the new Government within the term of 45 days from the first presidential request and only after the decline of at least two requests of investiture.
3. The Parliament may be dissolved only once in the course of a year.
4. The Parliament may not be dissolved either within the last 6 months of the President of the republic of Moldova's term of office or during the state of emergency…

Article 94:
1. In the exercise of his/her powers, the President of the Republic of Moldova shall issue decrees whose enforcement is mandatory throughout the entire territory of the State. The decrees shall be published in the "Monitorul Oficial" of the Republic of Moldova.
2. The decrees issued by the President in the exercise of his/her powers laid down in Article 86 and Article 87, paragraph (2-4) shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister.

The Netherlands
Source: http://www.government.nl/documents-and-publications/regulations/2012/10/18/the-constitution-of-the-kingdom-of-the-netherlands-2008.html

Article 64:
1. Each of the Houses may be dissolved by Royal Decree.
2. A decree for dissolution shall also require new elections to be held for the House which has been dissolved and the newly elected House to meet within three months.
3. The dissolution shall take effect on the day which the newly elected House meets.
4. The duration of a Lower House that meets following a dissolution shall be determined by Act of Parliament; the term may not exceed five years. The duration of an Upper House that meets following a dissolution shall end at the time at which the duration of the dissolved House would have ended.

New Zealand
Source: https://gg.govt.nz/role/constofnz.htm 

Article 18:
1. The Governor-General may by Proclamation summon Parliament to meet at such place and time as may be appointed therein, noting that when the Proclamation is signed or when it takes effect Parliament stands prorogued to a particular date.
2. The Governor-General may by Proclamation prorogue or dissolve Parliament.
3. …

Norway
There are no provisions for calling early elections in Norway.
Poland (1989)
Source: Flanz, Gisbert H. (1990). Poland, 1985-1989 in Constitutions of Countries of the World, editors Blaustein, Albert P. and Flanz, Gisbert H. Dobbs Ferry, New York: Oceana Publications.
This document is the Polish constitution of 1976 as amended through December 31, 1989.
Article 30:
1. The Sejm may dissolve itself following the resolution adopted by a majority vote of two-thirds, in the presence of at least one half of a total number of deputies.
2. If, during three months, the Sejm fails to approve a government, or to adopt a National Socio-Economic Plan or Budget Act, or if it adopts an Act or Resolution which prevents the President from carrying out his constitutional powers stipulated in Article 32, section 2, the President can, after consulting with the Speaker of the Sejm and the Speaker of the Senate, dissolve the Sejm.
3. The dissolution of the Sejm is equivalent to the end of the term of the Sejm and the Senate.
Article 32
1. The President of the Polish People's Republic is the highest representative of the Polish State, both in internal and international relations.
2. The President watches over the Constitution of the Polish People's Republic, the sovereignty and security of the State, the inviolability and indivisibility of its territory, as well as inter-State political and military alliances.  
Poland (1992)
Source: http://www.servat.unibe.ch/icl/pl02000_.html 
Article 4:
1. …
2. …
3. The House of Representatives may be dissolved by its own resolution carried by a two-thirds majority vote of the number of Deputies required by law.
4. In cases specified by this Act, the President may, after consultation with the Marshal of the House of the Representatives and the Marshall of the Senate, dissolve the House of Representatives.
5. …

Article 21:
1. The Council of Ministers shall be obliged to submit to the House of Representatives a draft Budget in sufficient time to allow for its adoption before the beginning of a fiscal year, and, in particular cases, before the end of the first quarter of a year. The said time period and the requirements for a draft budget shall be established by statue.
2. Within a period of 20 days following the submission of the Budget passed by the House of Representatives, the Senate may resolve upon adopting it or introducing amendments thereto.
3. The Council of Ministers shall, in the event of a failure to pass a Budget or an interim Budget, conduct its finances pursuant to the draft Budget.
4. If the Budget has not been passed within a period of three months following the submission of a draft fulfilling the requirements of budgetary law, the President may dissolve the House of Representatives.
Article 46:
Legal acts issued by the President, in order to be valid, shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister or by the appropriate minister who submitted the matter to the President.

Article 47:
The provisions of Article 46 shall not apply to:
1. …
2. dissolution of the House of Representatives
3. …
NB: Articles 57-60 outline the provisions for investing a government:
Article 57:
(1) The President shall nominate the Prime Minister, and on his motion the President shall appoint the Council of Ministers according to the composition proposed by the Prime Minister, within a period of 14 days following the first sitting of the House of Representatives or the acceptance of the resignation of the Council of Ministers.  The appointment of the Prime Minister by the President shall be in conjunction with the appointment of the Council of Ministers.
(2) The Prime Minister shall, within a period not longer than 14 days following appointment by the President, submit to the House of Representatives a program of activity of the Council of Ministers together with a motion requiring a vote of confidence.  The House of Representatives shall pass a vote of confidence by an absolute majority vote.

Article 58:
In the event that a Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to the provisions of Article 57, the House of Representatives shall choose the Prime Minister and a Council of Ministers composed as indicated by him, by an absolute majority vote within a period of 21 days.  The President shall appoint a Government chosen by such means and accept its oath of office.

Article 59:
In the event that the Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to the provisions of Article 58, the President shall appoint the Prime Minister, and on the motion of the Prime Minister, shall appoint a Council of Ministers pursuant to the provisions of Article 57, provided that the House of Representatives has passed a vote of confidence by majority vote.

Article 60:
In the event that a Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to the provisions of Article 59, the House of Representatives shall choose   Prime Minister and a Council of Ministers composed as indicated by him, by majority vote within a period of 21 days.  The President shall appoint a Government chosen by such means and accept its oath of office.

Article 63:
In the event that a Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to the provisions of Article 60, the President shall dissolve the House of Representatives or, within a period of 14 days, shall appoint the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers for a period of not longer than 6 months. In the event that the House of Representatives has not passed a vote of confidence in this Government before the expiry of this period nor has passed a vote of no confidence pursuant to the provisions of Article  66(4), the President shall dissolve the House of Representatives.

Article 66:
1. The House of Representatives may resolve, by an absolute majority, upon a vote of no confidence in the Council of Ministers.
2. …
3. …
4. The House of Representatives, having passed a vote of no confidence, may at the same time choose a new Prime Minister and oblige him to form a Government pursuant to the provisions of Article 58.
5. If the House of Representatives has passed a vote of no confidence, without at the same time choosing a new Prime Minister, the President shall accept the resignation of the Government or shall dissolve the House of Representatives. 
Poland (1997)
Source: http://www.sejm.gov.pl/prawo/konst/angielski/kon1.htm 
Article 98:
3. The Sejm may shorten its term office by a resolution passed by a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes of the statutory number of Deputies. Any shortening of the term of office of the Sejm shall simultaneously mean a shortening of the term of office of the Senate…
4. The President of the Republic, after seeking the opinion of the Marshal of the Sejm and the Marshal of the Senate, may, in those instances specified in the Constitution, order shortening of the Sejm's term of office. Whenever the term of office of the Sejm has been so shortened, then the term of office of the Senate shall also be shortened. 
5. The President of the Republic, when ordering the shortening of the Sejm's term of office, shall simultaneously order elections to the Sejm and the Senate, and shall order them to be held on a day falling no later than within the 45 day period from the day of the official announcement of the Presidential order on the shortening of the Sejm's term office…
6. …
Article 144:
1. The President of the Republic, exercising his constitutional and statutory authority, shall issue Official Acts.
2. Official Acts of the President shall require, for their validity, the signature of the Prime Minister who, by such a signature, accepts responsibility therefor to the Sejm.
3. The provisions of paragraph 2 above shall not relate to:
a. …
b. shortening of the term of office of the Sejm in the instances specified in the Constitution
c. …

Article 154:
1. The President of the Republic shall nominate a Prime Minister who shall propose the composition of a Council of Ministers. The President of the Republic shall, within 14 days of the first sitting of the Sejm or acceptance of the resignation of the previous Council of Ministers, appoint a Prime Minister together with other members of a Council of Ministers and accept the oaths of office of members of such newly appointed Council of Ministers.
2. The Prime Minister shall, within 14 days following the day of his appointment by the President of the Republic, submit a programme of activity of the Council of Ministers to the Sejm, together with a motion requiring a vote of confidence. The Sejm shall pass such vote of confidence by an absolute majority of votes in the presence of at least half of the statutory number of Deputies.
3. In the event that a Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to para.1 above or has failed to obtain a vote of confidence in accordance with para. 2 above, the Sejm, within 14 days of the end of the time periods specified in paras 1 and 2, shall choose a Prime Minister as well as members of the Council of Ministers as proposed by him, by an absolute majority of votes in the presence of at least half of the statutory number of Deputies. The President of the Republic shall appoint the Council of Ministers so chosen and accept the oaths of office of its members.

Article 155:
1. In the event that a Council of Ministers has not been appointed pursuant to the provisions of Article 154, para. 3, the President of the Republic shall, within a period of 14 days, appoint a Prime Minister and, on his application, other members of the Council of Ministers. The Sejm, within 14 days following the appointment of the Council of Ministers by the President of the Republic, shall hold, in the presence of at least half of the statutory number of Deputies, a vote of confidence thereto. 
2. In the event that a vote of confidence has not been granted to the Council of Ministers pursuant to para. 1, the President of the Republic shall shorten the term of office of the Sejm and order elections to be held.

Article 225:
If, after 4 months from the day of submission of a draft Budget to the Sejm, it has not been adopted or presented to the President of the Republic for signature, the President of the Republic may, within the following of 14 days, order the shortening of the Sejm's term of office.
Portugal (1976)
Source: Flanz, Gisbert H. (1977). Portugal 1974-1977 in Constitutions of Countries of the World, editors Blaustein, Albert P. and Flanz, Gisbert H. Dobbs Ferry, New York: Oceana Publications.

Article 136:
Where other organs are concerned, the President of the Republic shall have the following functions:
a. to preside over the Council of the Revolution
e. to dissolve the Assembly of the Republic on the recommendation of the Council of the Revolution or as is required to do under Article 198 (3)

Article 143:
1. The Council of the Revolution shall comprise:
a. The President of the Republic
b. The Chief and Deputy Chief, if any, of the General Staff of the Armed Forces
c. The Chiefs of Staff of the three services of the Armed Forces
d. The Prime Minister, if he is a member of Armed Forces
e. 14 officers, of whom 8 are from the Army, 3 from the Air Force, and 3 from the Navy appointed by their respective services.

Article 174:
1. Each legislative period shall last four years.
2. In the case of dissolution, the Assembly subsequently elected shall not begin a new legislative period.
3. In the event of an election, as a result of dissolution, during the last legislative session, the newly elected assembly shall complete the current legislative period and continue through throughout the following one.

Article 195:
1. The government’s programme shall be presented to the Assembly of the Republic for scrutiny within not more than 10 days of the appointment of the Prime Minister.
2. If the Assembly of the Republic is not in session, it shall be required to be convened for the purpose by its President.
3. The debate shall not exceed five days, and until it is closed any parliamentary group may propose rejection of the government’s programme.
4. Rejection of the government’s programme shall require an absolute majority of the members of the Assembly entitled to vote.

Article 196:
1. The government may ask the Assembly of the Republic for a vote of confidence on a statement of general policy or on any matter of national interest.

Article 197:
1. The Assembly of the Republic may, at the initiative of one quarter of its members entitled to vote or at the initiative of any parliamentary group, pass a motion of censure on the government concerning the implementation of its programme or any matter of national interest.
2. A motion of censure shall not be considered until 48 hours after it has been abled. The debate on it shall not last more than three days.
3. If a motion of censure is not approved, its signatories shall not table another such motion during the legislative session.  

Article 198:
1. The government shall resign if:
a. its programme is rejected
b. a motion of confidence is not approved
c. two motions of censure are approved at an interval of not less than 30 days by an absolute majority of members of the Assembly entitled to vote
2. The President shall not dissolve the Assembly for the rejection of the Government's programme, except in the case of three consecutive rejections.
3. The President of the Republic shall be required to dissolve the Assembly when, by withholding its confidence from the government, or passing a motion of censure in it, it has brought about a third change of government.
Portugal (1982)
Source: http://app.parlamento.pt/site_antigo/ingles/cons_leg/Constitution_VII_revisao_definitive.pdf 

Article 133:
	In relation to other bodies the President of the Republic shall be responsible for:
		…
e) Subject to the provisions of Article 172 and after first consulting both parties with seats in the Assembly and the Council of State, dissolving the Assembly of the Republic
		…
Article 140:
1. Acts that the President of the Republic undertakes under the terms of Articles 133 (h,j,l,m,p), 134 (b,d,f), and 135(a,b,c) shall require countersignature by the Government.
2. In the event that the Government does not countersign any such act, the said act shall be legally invalid.

Article 172:
1. The Assembly of the Republic shall not be dissolved during the six months following its election, during the last six months of the President of the Republic's term of office, or during a state of siege or state of emergency.
2. Failure to comply with the provisions of the previous paragraph shall render the dissolution decree nugatory. 
3. Dissolution of the Assembly shall not prejudice the continuation of its Members' term of office, or the responsibilities of the Standing Committee, until the first sitting of the Assembly following the subsequent election.

Romania
Source: http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/site.page?id=371

Article 89:
1. After consultation with the presidents of both Chambers and the leaders of the parliamentary groups, the President of Romania may dissolve Parliament, if no vote of confidence has been obtained to form a government within 60 days after the first request was made, and only after rejection of at least two requests for investiture.
2. During the same year, Parliament can only be dissolved once.
3. The Parliament cannot be dissolved during the last six months of the term of office of the President of Romania, or during a state of mobilisation, war, siege, or emergency.

Article 100:
1. In the exercise of his powers, the President of Romania shall issue decrees, which shall be published in the Official Gazette of Romania. Absence of publicity entails the non-existence of a decree.
2. The decrees issued by the President of Romania in the exercise of his powers, as provided under Article 91 paragraphs 1 and 2, Article 92 paragraphs 2 and 3, Article 93 paragraph 1, and Article 94 subparagraphs (a,b,d) shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister.
NB: None of those articles refer to dissolution

Article 103:
1. The President of Romania shall designate a candidate to the office of Prime Minister, as a result of his consultation with the party which has obtained absolute majority in Parliament, or - unless such majority exists - with the parties represented in Parliament.
2. The candidate to the office of Prime Minister shall, within ten days of his designation, seek the vote of confidence of Parliament upon the programme and complete list of the Government.
3. The programme and list of the Government shall be debated upon by the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, in joint sitting. Parliament shall grant confidence to the Government by a majority vote of the Deputies and Senators.
Russia
Source: http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-01.htm 
Article 84:
	The President of the Russian Federation:
a. shall announce elections to the State Duma in accordance with the Constitution of the Russian Federation and federal law
b. shall dissolve the State Duma in the cases and in accordance with the procedure provided for by the Constitution of the Russian Federation
c. …

Article 109:
1. The State Duma may be dissolved by the President of the Russian Federation in the cases envisaged by Articles 111 and 117 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation.
2. In the event that the State Duma is dissolved, the President of the Russian Federation shall announce the date of elections so that a newly-elected State Duma may be convened not later than four months after dissolution.
3. The State Duma may not be dissolved on the grounds envisaged in Article  117 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation during the year following its election.
4. …
5. The State Duma may not be dissolved while a state of emergency or martial law is in effect on the whole territory of the Russian Federation, or during the last six months of the term of office of the President of the Russian Federation.

Article 111:
1. The Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation shall be appointed by the President of the Russian Federation with the consent of the State Duma.
2. Nominations for the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation shall be submitted not later than two weeks after a newly-elected President of the Russian Federation assumes office or after the resignation of the Government of the Russian Federation or within one week after the State Duma has rejected a nomination.
3. The State Duma shall consider the candidate nominated by the President of the Russian Federation for the post of Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation within one week after the submission of the nomination.
4. In the event that the State Duma rejects the candidates for the post of Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation three times, the President of the Russian Federation shall appoint the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation, dissolve the State Duma and announce new elections.

Article 117:
1. The Government of the Russian Federation may offer its resignation and the President of the Russian Federation shall either accept or reject it.
2. The President of the Russian Federation may decide on the resignation of the Government of the Russian Federation.
3. The State Duma may express no confidence in the Government of the Russian Federation. A resolution of no confidence in the Government shall be adopted by a majority of votes of the total number of deputies of the State Duma. After the State Duma has expressed no confidence in the Government of the Russian Federation, the President of the Russian Federation shall have the right to announce the resignation of the Government or to reject the decision of the State Duma. In the event that the State Duma expresses no confidence in the Government of the Russian Federation again within three months, the President of the Russian Federation shall announce the resignation of the Government or dissolve the State Duma.
4. The Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation may raise before the State Duma the issue of confidence in the Government of the Russian Federation. If the State Duma returns a vote of no confidence, the President shall within seven days adopt a decision on the resignation of the Government of the Russian Federation or on the dissolution of the State Duma and the announcement of new elections.
5. In the event of the resignation or cessation of the powers of the Government of the Russian Federation, it shall continue to work on the instructions of the President of the Russian Federation until a new Government of the Russian Federation is formed.

Slovakia (1992)
Source: http://www.servat.unibe.ch/icl/lo00000_.html

Article 88:
1. The motion to pass a vote of no-confidence in the Government of the Slovak Republic or a member of it will be discussed by the National Council of the Slovak Republic if requested by at least one-fifth of its deputies.
2. The consent of more than 50 percent of all deputies is required to pass a vote of no-confidence in the Government of the Slovak Republic or a member of it.

Article 102:
1. The President…
d. may dissolve the National Council of the Slovak Republic if the policy statement of the Government of the Slovak Republic is not approved three times within six months after elections. Prior to dissolving the National Council of the Slovak Republic, the president is obliged to hear the standpoint of the chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. New elections will be called by the chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic within 30 days
Article 113:
1. Within 30 days after its appointment, the Government is obliged to appear before the National Council of the Slovak Republic, to present to it its program, and to request the expression of its confidence.

Article 115:
1. The president of the Slovak Republic will recall the Government if the National Council of the Slovak Republic passes a vote of no confidence in it or if it turns down the Government's request to pass a vote of confidence in it.
2. If the president of the Slovak Republic accepts the Government's resignation, he will entrust it with the execution of its duties until a new Government is appointed.

Slovakia (1999)
Source: http://www.vop.gov.sk/constitution-of-the-slovak-republic

Article 88:
1. The motion to pass a vote of no-confidence in the Government of the Slovak Republic or a member of it will be discussed by the National Council of the Slovak Republic, if requested by at least one-fifth of its Members of Parliament.
2. The consent of more than one-half of all Members of Parliament is required to pass a vote of no confidence in the Government of the Slovak Republic or a member of it.

Article 102:
1. The President may...
a. may dissolve the National Council of the Slovak Republic if the policy statement of the Government of the Slovak Republic is not approved within six months after its appointment, if the National Council of the Slovak Republic failed to pass within three months a government draft law that the government tied with a vote of confidence, if the National Council of the Slovak Republic was incapacitated to make decisions for more than three months, although the session was not interrupted and during that time it was repeatedly called for sessions, or if the session of the National Council of the Slovak Republic was interrupted for more than permitted by the Constitution. 

The President may not exercise this right during last six months of his term, during war, state of war, or martial law. The President will dissolve the National Council of the Slovak Republic if in the public voting on removal of the President, the President was not removed.
2. A decision of the President issued pursuant to Art. 102, para. 1 letter c) and letter j) if it concerns the granting of amnesty, and to letter k), is valid if signed by the Prime Minister of the Government of the Slovak Republic or a Minister authorized by him; in these cases, the Government of the Slovak Republic is responsible for the decision of the President.
Slovenia
Source: http://www.us-rs.si/en/about-the-court/legal-basis/ 

Article 111:
1. After consultation with the leaders of deputy groups the President of the Republic proposes to the National Assembly a candidate for President of the Government.
2. The President of the Government is elected by the National Assembly by a majority vote of all deputies unless otherwise provided by this Constitution. Voting is by secret ballot.
3. If such candidate does not receive the necessary majority of votes, the President of the Republic may after renewed consultation propose within fourteen days a new candidate, or the same candidate again, and candidates may also be proposed by deputy groups or a minimum of ten deputies. If within this period several candidates have been proposed, each one is voted on separately beginning with the candidate proposed by the President of the Republic, and if this candidate is not elected, a vote is taken on the other candidates in the order in which they were proposed. 
4. If no candidate is elected, the President of the Republic dissolves the National Assembly and calls new elections, unless within forty-eight hours the National Assembly decides by a majority of votes cast by those deputies present to hold new elections for President of the Government, whereby a majority of votes cast by those deputies present is sufficient for the election of the candidate. In such new elections a vote is taken on candidates individually in order of the number of votes received in the earlier voting and then on the new candidates proposed prior to the new vote, wherein any candidate proposed by the President of the Republic takes precedence. 
5. If in such elections no candidate receives the necessary number of votes, the President of the Republic dissolves the National Assembly and calls new elections.

Article 117:
1. The President of the Government may require a vote of confidence in the Government. If the Government does not receive the support of a majority vote of all deputies, the National Assembly must elect within thirty days a new President of the Government or in a new vote express its confidence in the incumbent President of the Government, or failing this, the President of the Republic dissolves the National Assembly and calls new elections. The President of the Government may tie the issue of confidence to the adoption of a law or to some other decisions in the National Assembly. If such decision is not adopted, it is deemed that a vote of no confidence in the Government has been passed.
Spain
Source: http://www.congreso.es/portal/page/portal/Congreso/Congreso/Hist_Normas/Norm/const_espa_texto_ingles_0.pdf 

Section 62: It is incumbent upon the King:
	…
(b) To summon and dissolve the Cortes Generales and to call for elections under the terms provided for in the Constitution.

Section 99:
1. After each renewal of the Congress and in the other cases provided for under the Constitution, the King shall, after consultation with the representatives appointed by the political groups with parliamentary representation, and through the Speaker of the Congress, nominate a candidate for the Presidency of the Government.
2. The candidate nominated in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing subsection shall submit to the Congress the political programme of the Government he or she intends to form and shall seek the confidence of the House. 
3. If the Congress, by vote of the overall majority of its members, grants to said candidate its confidence, the King shall appoint him or her President [of the Government, i.e. the PM]. If overall majority is not obtained, the same proposal shall be submitted for a fresh vote forty-eight hours after the previous vote, and confidence shall be deemed to have been secured if granted by single [sic?---'simple' in a different translation[footnoteRef:13]] majority. [13:  http://www.tribunalconstitucional.es/es/constitucion/Paginas/ConstitucionIngles.aspx] 

4. If, after this vote, confidence for the investiture has not been obtained, successive proposals shall be voted upon in the manner provided for in the foregoing paragraphs.
5. If within two months of the first vote for investiture no candidate has obtained the confidence of the Congress, the King shall dissolve both Houses and call for new elections, with the countersignature of the Speaker of the Congress. 

Section 115:
1. The President of the Government, after deliberation by the Council of Ministers, and under his or her sole responsibility, may propose the dissolution of the Congress, the Senate or the Cortes Generales, which shall be proclaimed by the King. The decree of dissolution shall set a date for the elections.
2. The proposal for dissolution may not be submitted while a motion of censure is pending.
3. There shall be no further dissolution until a year has elapsed since the previous one, except as provided for in section 99, subsection 5. 

Sweden (1809)
Source: Peaslee, Amos J. (1950). Volume 3. Constitutions of Nations: The First Compilations in the English Language of the Texts of the Constitutions of the Various Nations of the World, Together with Summaries, Annotations, Bibliographies, and Comparative Tables. Concord, New Hampshire: Rumford Press.
This has the constitution amended until 1949. The provision is unchanged from the 1809 constitution.

Article 109:
The regular session of the Riksdag shall not be adjourned, without its own consent, until after a period of four months, unless the King, in accordance with the provisions of the Riksdag law, orders a new election of one or both houses, in which case the Riksdag shall reassemble, within three months after the dissolution, upon the date set by the King, and preserving its character as a regular session, shall not be adjourned until after four months from the date of its last assembling.

Sweden (1971)
This amendment is available only in Swedish and is reprinted below. It was located via the Constitutions Repository of the Comparative Constitutions Project (courtesy of James Melton). 

"Konungen förordnar om nytt val i hela riket till riksdagen (nyval), om statsministern begär det. Efter nyval må förordnande om sådant val ej ånyo meddelas förrän fem månader förflutit från den nyvalda riksdagens första sammanträde."
The relevant amendment appears to have been enacted on 14 Janurary 1969 and printed on 4 March 1969. The provision itself is available upon request from the authors. 

This translation gives the gist of the amendment:
The King orders new elections to the Parliament if the Prime Minister so request. After the election, such an election may not again be called until five months after the newly elected parliament has first met.
Sweden (1975)
Source: http://www.riksdagen.se/en/Documents-and-laws/Laws/The-Constitution/ 

Chapter 3, Article 11:
1. The Government may decide that an extraordinary election to the Riksdag is to be held between ordinary elections. An extraordinary election is held within three months from the decision.
2. After an election to the Riksdag has been held, the Government may not be an extraordinary election until three months from the date on which the newly-elected Riksdag first convened. Neither may the Government decide to hold an extraordinary election while ministers remain at their posts, after all have been formally discharged, pending assumption of office by a new government.
3. Rules concerning an extraordinary election in a particular case are laid down in Chapter 6, Article 5.

Chapter 6, Article 4-5:
4. When a Prime Minister is to be appointed, the Speaker summons for consultation representatives for each party group in the Riksdag. The Speaker confers with the Deputy Speaker before presenting a proposal to the Riksdag. The Riksdag shall vote on the proposal within four days, within prior preparation in committee. If more than half the members of the Riksdag vote against the proposal, it is rejected. In any other case ,it is adopted.
5. If the Riksdag rejects the Speaker's proposal, the procedure laid down in Article 4 is repeated. If the Riksdag rejects the Speaker's proposal four times, the procedure for appointing a Prime Minister is abandoned and resumed only after an election to the Riksdag has been held. If no ordinary election is due in any case to be held within three months, an extraordinary election shall be held within the space of time.

The Riksdag Act, Chapter 1, Article 2:
1. The Riksdag convenes for a new session after an election on the fifteen day after election day, but not before the fourth day after the election result has been declared, in accordance with the rules laid down in Chapter 3 Article 10 of the Instrument of Government.
2. In years in which no ordinary election is held, a new session starts on that date in September determined by the Riksdag at the preceding session in response to a proposal from the Riksdag Board.
3. If an extraordinary election has been announced prior to the date appointed, a new session starts in accordance with the provisions 
Turkey (1982)
Source: http://global.tbmm.gov.tr/docs/constitution_en.pdf 

Article 77:
1. Elections for the Grand National Assembly of Turkey shall be held every four years.
2. The Assembly may decide to hold new elections before the termination of this period, and new elections may also be decided upon according to a decision, taken in accordance with the conditions set forth in the Constitution, by the President of the Republic…

Article 99:
1. [Provisions outlining how a motion for interpellation must work]
2. In order to unseat the Council of Ministers or a minister, an absolute majority of the total number of members shall be required in the voting, in which only the votes of no-confidence shall be counted.

Article 104:
1. The President of the Republic is the Head of State…
2. To this end, the duties he shall perform, and the powers he shall exercise, in accordance with the conditions stipulated in the relevant articles of the Constitution are as follows
a. Those relating to legislation
i. …
ii. to call new elections for the Grand National Assembly of Turkey

Article 110:
1. The complete list of members of the Council of Members shall be submitted to the Turkish Grand National Assembly. If the Turkish Grand National Assembly is in recess, it shall be summoned to meet.
2. The Government Programme of the Council of Ministers shall be read by the Prime Minister or by one of the ministers before the Turkish Grand National Assembly within a week of the formation of the Council of Ministers, following which a vote of confidence shall be taken…

Article 111:
1. If the Prime Minister deems it necessary, and after discussing the matter in the Council of Ministers, he may ask for a vote of confidence in the Turkish Grand National Assembly.
2. The request for a vote of confidence shall not be debated before one full day has elapsed from the time it was submitted to the Turkish Grand National Assembly and shall not be put to a vote until one full day has passed after debate.
3. A request for a vote of confidence shall be rejected only by an absolute majority of the total number of members.

Article 116:
1. In cases where the Council of Ministers fails to receive a vote of confidence under Article 110 or is forced to resign by a vote of no-confidence under Articles 99 or 111, and if a new Council of Ministers cannot be formed within forty-five days, or the new Council of Ministers fails to receive a vote of confidence, the President of the Republic, in consultation with the President of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, may decide to call new elections.
2. If a new Council of Ministers cannot be formed within forty-five days of the resignation of the Prime Minister without being defeated by a vote of confidence, or also within forty-five days of elections for the Bureau of the President of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey of the newly elected Grand National Assembly of Turkey, the President of the Republic may likewise, in consultation with the President of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, call new elections.

Ukraine (1996 / 2010)
Source: Constitution of Ukraine, Oceana Publications. An alternative version can be found here: http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127499.pdf 

Article 90:
1. The authority of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine is terminated on the day of the opening of the first meeting of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of a new convocation.
2. The President of Ukraine may terminate the authority of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine prior to the expiration of the term, if within thirty days of a single regular session the plenary meetings fail to commence.
3. The authority of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, that is elected at special elections conducted after the pre-term termination by the President of Ukraine of authority of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the previous convocation, shall not be terminated within one year from the day of its election.
4. The authority of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine shall not be terminated prior to the expiration of term within the last six months of the term of authority of the President of Ukraine.

Article 106:
	The President of Ukraine:
	…
7. designates special elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine within the terms established by the Constitution
…
Acts of the President of the Ukraine, issued within the limits of authority as envisaged in subparagraphs 3,4,5,8,10,14,15,17,18,21,22,23,24 of this Article, are co-signed by the Prime Minister of Ukraine and the Minister responsible for the act and its execution.
Ukraine (2004)
Source: The Constitution of Ukraine: June 28, 1996 (as Amended to 8 December, 2004). Oceana Publications, 2004. A slightly different translation can be found here: https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl-nat.nsf/0/dc07a8344254c676c12577360031a2b6/$FILE/49882261.pdf/Ukraine%20-%20Constitution%201996.pdf 

Article 90:
1. Powers of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine shall terminate on the date when a new convocation of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine opens its first meeting.
2. The President of Ukraine may order early termination of powers of the Verkhovna Rada where:
a. there is a failure to form within one month a coalition of parliament groups in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine as provided for in Article 83 of this Constitution:
b. there is a failure, within sixty days following the resignation of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, to appoint a new Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine
c. the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, within thirty days of a singular regular session, to commence its plenary meetings.
3. The early termination of powers of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine shall be decided by the President of the Ukraine following relevant consultations with the Chairperson and Deputy Chairpersons of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and with Chairpersons of Verkhovna Rada parliamentary groups.
4. Powers of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, which convenes following special elections conducted after the pre-term termination by the President of Ukraine of powers of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the previous convocation, shall not terminate within one year from the day of its election.
5. The pre-term termination of powers of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine may not be caused during the last six months of its term or of the term of the President of Ukraine.

Article 106:
	The President of Ukraine:
	…
7. designates special elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine within the terms established by the Constitution
…
Acts of the President of the Ukraine, issued within the scope of his or her competence as provided for in subparagraphs 5, 18, 21, 22, and 23 of this Article shall be co-signed by the Prime Minister of Ukraine and the Minister responsible for the act and its implementation.

United Kingdom (1945)
The unwritten constitutional convention was that the Prime Minister could request an early election from the Monarch at his/her discretion.
United Kingdom (2011)
Source: Fixed-term Parliaments Act (2011) http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/14/contents/enacted

The relevant portion is copied below.
1. An early parliamentary general is to take place if—
a. the House of Commons passes a motion in the form set out in subsection (2), and
b. the motion is passed on a division, the number of members who vote in favour of the motion is a number equal to or greater than two thirds of the number of seats in the House (including vacant seats).
2. The form of the motion for the purposes of subsection (1)(a)—
a. "That there shall be an early parliamentary election."
3. An early parliamentary election is also to take place if—
a. the House of Commons passes a motion in the form set out in subsection (4), and
b. the period of 14 days after the day on which the motion is passed ends without the House passing a motion in the form set out in subsection (5).
4. The form of the motion for purposes of subsection (3)(a)—
a. "That this House has no confidence in Her Majesty's Government."
5. The form of the motion for purposes of subsection (3)(b)—
a. "That this House has confidence in Her Majesty's Government."
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